
Minutes of Lewes Children’s Committee  
17/9/17 

 
Friends present:  Christine Habgood-Coote, Sue Hallett, Camilla Pennant, Mary Perigoe, Caroline Pybus  
 
Prevented: Susanna Wallace 
 
Matters arising 

 The baby toys have turned up! Camilla has some Duplo she may be able to provide. We agreed that 
this is preferable to Lego, which could be a choking hazard for the babies 

 Children’s chairs – we are still missing some small chairs – Mary to talk to Chris and Lou 

 JYM – Louis and Ella enjoyed JYM and Senior Conference and gave a very good report this morning 
to the Meeting.  

 
Rota 
This quarter’s rota went well once people responded, but responses have been slow, sometimes needing 
several reminders from Caroline.  
 
Safeguarding 
We have finally figured out how to use the DBS Update Service, which is actually very straightforward, and 
Robert has renewed all outstanding checks. We encourage all Friends to sign up for the Update Service 
when they next review their DBS certificate.   
 
Parents in Children’s Meeting 
SPRIG has asked us to consider the impact of lots of parents staying in children’s meeting. There has been 
concern that parents talking to each other can make it difficult for the Friend leading the session. 
We agreed that we do not want to discourage parents from staying with their children if that is what they 
wish to do. We encourage leaders to involve parents in the activity that the children are doing and we ask 
Mary to remind them gently if their conversations become too noisy.  
 
Timing of children’s activities 
The children are sometimes coming into Meeting for Worship very late (only just before 11.30). 
We ask Mary to monitor the timing of sessions and to remind leaders if necessary that the children come 
into Meeting at 11.20. This means having snacks and drinks around 11.00 and “Meeting in a Bottle” at 
11.15.  
 
Programme of activities 
We ask Mary to speak to Susanna Wallace and to look at Journeys in the Spirit and other resources for 
ideas for themes. We ask them to suggest 4 over-arching themes for the year that leaders could base their 
sessions on if they wish, although there is no compulsion for leaders to do so if they want to base their 
session on a different theme.  
We discussed the fact that the children’s choice of charities can provide useful material for sessions. We 
agreed to continue to support the two charities chosen for this year – The Refugee Council and Green Olive 
Trust. Christine will liaise with the charities review group about the children’s involvement and to confirm 
the schedule for the charities.  
 
Birthday Cards 
We thank Camilla for continuing to send birthday cards. She will liaise with Mary to update the birthday 
list. We agree that if children have not been to Meeting for 2-3 years we won’t continue to send a card. 
 
 



All-age Christmas Meeting 
We agree that we should hold an all-age Christmas Meeting on Sunday 17th December. Sue will inform 
SPRIG and our clerk. We agree to begin to consider possible themes and to meet again on Sunday 19th 
November at 12pm in the gallery to plan the meeting.  
 
AOB 
Children’s notice board – Mary will talk to Lou about how much of the board we can use and where the 
children’s pictures have gone.  
 
Next meeting 
Sunday 19th November at 12pm in the gallery 
 
 




