
Meeting for Worship for Business, Lewes LM, October 1st 2017

Minutes

Opening worship:  number 5 from Advices and Queries.

⦁ We appoint Patricia Cockrell as assistant clerk for today.
We agree to appoint one or two people, subject to consent, to attend Area 
Meeting in Uckfield on October 14th, and will ask one of them to report 
back to the meeting. 

⦁ Minute of record: 

The ashes of Malcolm McFarlane were buried in the Meeting House 
garden on Wednesday 27th September 2017.

⦁ Premises Committee Report

⦁ Repairs to date:
Repairs have been completed on the guttering and downpipes, the 
broken mathematical tiles and the degraded lime mortar on the 
meeting house and the boundary wall.  One of the old window frames 
is still being repaired and restored: the second will, we hope, be 
completed in October. Internal plasterwork has been repaired and 
redecorated and the Children's Room and kitchen have been 
refurbished and redecorated.

⦁ Forthcoming investigations: 
Extensive work will start on October 9th to determine whether there 
are more wet timbers than those already identified. At the end of 
October, contractors, consultants, Premises Committee, the 
Development  Group and AM trustees will meet to determine what 
further action is required. The outcome will be put to the November 
Meeting for Worship for Business, if it is ready in time. If not, there 
will be an additional Business Meeting later in November.

⦁ Impact on the meeting:
We greatly appreciate all the work that has been done by so many 
people. In particular we are deeply grateful to our Resident Friends, 
Chris and Lou, and also Caroline Lipscombe, our cleaner. We thank 
Lou especially for all her work on liaising with hirers.
We note that some hiring income will be lost. However, we can apply 
to Area Meeting for help; we will be supported by AM financially and 
in other ways.

⦁ Divesting from companies which profit from the occupation of       
Palestinian territories.

We support Devon Area Meeting’s effort to promote divestment from    
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companies that  profit from the occupation of Palestinian territories. 
We will send this minute to Area Meeting on October 14th, so that our 
concern about the importance of such divestment will reach Meeting for 
Sufferings as soon as possible. 
We note that some Friends would value information about the Kairos 
movement and the occupation of Palestinian territories.
We ask Patricia Cockrell to arrange a date after meeting on a Sunday 
when this can be explored in more detail.

    

⦁ The Peace Garden proposal: possible Quaker involvement.

We ask Grace Blaker to liaise with David Hitchin and to continue to 
communicate with the Friends of Lewes. We ask that the meeting be kept 
informed of further developments.

Nancy Wall

Clerk
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