
Letter to Lewes Local Meeting from Premises Committee 18/9/17

Dear Friends 

As you know, Geoff and Sue from the building management company, “Us 
and Hours”, conducted extensive work over the summer to start to meet the 
requirements of the last Quinquennial Survey. 

As they carried out the work, additional areas of concern arose, especially in 
terms of water ingress into the original, wooden-framed building.

This meant that their work expanded in order to make the building properly 
water-tight for the first time in some years. 

We are pleased to let you know that this work is virtually complete and 
includes: 

- Repairing the guttering and downpipes. 
- Repairing broken mathematical tiles.
- Repairing degraded lime mortar
- Repairing and restoring the old window frames using breathable linseed 
paints.
- Internal plasterwork repairs and redecoration using breathable paints
- Brickwork and lime mortar repair to the boundary wall
- Refurbishment and redecoration of the Children's room and kitchen. 

The Children's room, kitchen, central hallway and toilets are now finished and 
ready for us and our hirers to use. 

Unfortunately, on the 13th September, during the course of the work on the 
middle porch, a rotten upright timber was discovered. The wooden frame 
around it was wet, but sound. So it may be a one-off. However, we now feel it 
is essential to investigate fully the wooden structure throughout the old 
building.

Firstly this will enable us to replace any timber that is found to be rotten. 

Secondly it will allow us to replace the plaster in the Meeting room which is 
blown or loose. 

As you can imagine, this will be a dusty and intrusive job. 

So as of October 9th, we will close the Meeting room to Friends and Hirers for 
3 weeks. This will allow 2 weeks for investigation and a further week to clean 
the room ready for us and our hirers to start using it again. 

Not only will this action safeguard our dear building for some time to come, it 
will also remove any risk that may come from loose or blown plaster on the 
Meeting Room walls. 
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We are planning to use the Children's Room for Meeting for Worship for the 
two weekends when the Meeting Room will be out of action. 

We will find alternative accommodation for Children's Meeting. 

I hope that this keeps you all fully informed and up to date. 

I’m afraid that with old buildings, sometimes events overtake us and we need 
to act quickly to remedy problems that may have been building up for 
decades. 

Thanks so much for your support and understanding. 

Yours

Paul Bazely 
Convener of Premises Committee

pbazely@me.com
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