
Lewes Meeting for worship for church affairs, 2nd July 2017 

 

Minutes 

 

Opening worship: Advices and Queries, number 1. 

 

1. Minutes of record: 

 

We record the marriage of Andrew Blann and Scarlet Scardanelli on June 24th 

2017.  

We record the deaths of three members:  

- Trevor Gearing, a birthright Quaker, died on June 2nd. He had not attended 

meeting for worship for about 40 years but we have been in touch with his wife.   

- David Hitchin discovered that John Paget Davies died on June 1st, 2015. Though 

a birthright member and a member of this meeting from a very young age, it 

appears that he never actually attended. He did make financial donations to the 

meeting fairly regularly. We thank David for the work that he does to keep our 

records accurate. 

- Dennis Cleveland-Peck died on Wednesday June 28th. The family have very 

warm feelings about Lewes Meeting but have been unable to attend for various 

reasons for some time. 

 

We note that Quaker Faith and Practice, 11.35 and 12.13(k) requires us to try to 

keep in touch with members who do not attend, but to act in a way that is 

sensitive to the specific circumstances of each person concerned. We ask SPRIG 

to continue to monitor this. 

 

2.   Appointment of representative to Area Meeting on July 9th at Bexhill. 

 

We appoint John Ashcroft  to attend Area Meeting on July 9th at Bexhill, and to 

report to the meeting on 23rd  July. 

 

3. Report from Premises Committee on plans for repair and maintenance. 

We heard the report from Premises committee, which is attached to these 

minutes.  The new Building Maintenance and Support Managers are Geoff Funnel 

and Sue Harvey; their company is called Us and Hours. They have got off to a 

flying start, doing a full survey of the building and helping the committee to form 

priorities for our schedule of building work to fulfill the latest Quinquennial 

Survey. We thank the committee for the huge effort that has brought us to this 

point and we welcome the report. 

 

The impact of building work: we note that while work is in progress in August, 

we expect to be able to use the Meeting House at weekends, and the childrens’ 

room will be available for Wednesday meetings. It will be important to keep 

Friends informed at every stage. 

 

AM  funding: Area Meeting Trustees’ minutes record that they agree to fund the 

external and structural work . They also record that they agree to claim 



ownership of the side passage at Lewes Meeting House (between the Meeting 

House and All Saints Church). 

 

4. Report from the Meeting House Development Group.  

 
We have received a report from the Development Group, attached to these 

minutes. We thank the Group, and others, for their work.  

 

We note that the Group has selected an architect, Ecotecture Ltd, to draw up a 

Feasibility Study. This firm has experience of old buildings and is sympathetic to 

our needs. The criteria that we want to address are well understood. We note 

that the next stage will be a full architectural survey of the Meeting House.  

 

AM Trustees hope that the conclusions of this study can be put to AM soon. AM 

has reserves for this stage. We agree that current costs are well within our 

agreed budget.  

 

We ask the Development Group to keep us informed and ensure liaison with the  

new Building Maintenance and Support Managers to avoid overlaps. 

 

5. Meeting finances: the savings account. 

 

Our Treasurer Jeff Matthews reported on this. We note that there are a number 

of issues relating to Lewes Meeting’s savings accounts. We thank Jeff for his work 

on this. We agree that the money from the CAF Bank can be put into the Area 

Meeting’s Triodos account. We ask Jeff to hold back some of that money to act as 

a local reserve. This will be subject to further consideration at a later date. 

 

6. The position of the Quaker Chaplain to Lewes Prison.  

 

Alan Thompson wishes to lay down his position as Quaker Chaplain to Lewes 

Prison, but does not want to do so until a new chaplain can be appointed. We are 

very grateful for all that he has done. We note the need for someone to replace 

him. We will ask Area Meeting to consider the matter on July 9th. 

 

      7.   Date of next meeting: September 3rd. 

 

 

 

 


