
Lewes Meeting for worship for church affairs, 4th June 2017

Advices and Queries number 6 was read during opening worship.

⦁ Patricia Cockrell was appointed as assistant clerk for today.

⦁ We have heard from Patricia Cockrell of a chance meeting with the vicar 
of St Michael’s Church. We agree to explore the possibility of working 
together with others to set up a multi-faith space.

⦁ Nominations:
a) We hear from SPRIG/CC that they would like a formal process for nominating 
and appointing circle convenors. We appoint Bob Harwood to be convenor of 
Wallands Circle for three years from May 2017.
b)  Lewes Meeting has selected good causes to support in 2017 but no longer has 
an active good causes committee. Nominations Committee has struggled to find 
new people to serve on this committee. We agree to nominate three or four 
people to meet, to review all aspects of our giving as a meeting and to bring back 
proposals for the future. (We will return to this in July).

⦁ We ask Bronwyn Harwood to represent Lewes Meeting at the Regional 
Meeting on June 17th at Ditchling.

⦁ Finance – update from the Treasurer
We thank Jeff Matthews for his work on the accounts. Area Meeting uses the new 
accounting procedure, Paxton, which will give a brief summary in their Quarterly 
Reports from now onwards. The Budget Summary for 2017 is attached to these 
minutes (see below).

⦁ Report from the Spiritual and Pastoral Resource and Information Group 
(SPRIG) and Circle Convenors.

We welcome this report for the clarification it provides. We uphold all members 
of the group, bearing in mind the amount of work involved, and thank them for 
the report (see below).

⦁ Memorial paragraphs

⦁ Completed memorials
We note that there are two good examples of memorial paragraphs, those for 
Larry Lerner and Christine (see below).

⦁ Reviewing the minute of April 3rd, 2016
The reason for writing memorial paragraphs is to keep a record of Lewes 
Friends.  Also, it is quite difficult for AM to discern whether a full Testimony to 
the Grace of God in the life of a particular deceased Friend should be considered. 
We agree to follow up on the memorial paragraphs that are outstanding. 

⦁ The role of circles
Circle convenors can approach people who knew the deceased person well, 
helping to ensure that a memorial is written fairly swiftly and without excessive 
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effort on the part of any one person.

⦁ Date of next meeting:  Sunday 2nd July 2017.
Item 5: Lewes Budget Summary (Provisional)

Costs
Area 2016 2017 

23/5
Notes 2017 

Budget
Ind.Grant. Ed 215 course

conference
taxi

1550

Ind. Grant, Other 558.6 239.80 conference
taxi

Grant non quaker 91 30 Una , bevern trust, 
esab, churches 
togetherdonation

Children Young 
People

1465.93 369.27 Childrens Worker - In 
2017 we owe SEAM 
86.67 mth, theatre 
trip.

1500

Quaker Role 
Training

215 Clerking course.

Office Holders 
Expenses

669.07 128.38 Printer Inks 300

Library Periodicals 100 100

Newsletter 241.7 109.92 1000

Website 755.14 outreach

Materials Supplies 447.13 241.62 Paper, milk etc

Salaries Wages 3754.28

Contracted Services 1382.69 720 cleaning 1600
Electricity 676.31 770.65 3000

Gas 1133.32

Water 71.2 14.11

Telephone 451.62 160.89

Equipment 
Purchases

877.86

Repairs 
Maintenance

2704.02 1845.32 Electricity Work, 
WindowCleaning, 
boiler, fire check.

4000

Other Premises 
Costs

126.41 Council Tax

Bank Charges 18

Garden? 500

Am quota 6000 7600

Bym donation (5000)* 5000 Paid this year 10000

Total 21,954.28
(26,954.28)*

9629.9 31,150

Income
2016 2017

23/5
Donations 15698.45 3721.21 16000
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Savings Account 257.55

Gift Aid 3181.51 493.68 850

Hirings 8710 5142.50 11000

CAF Contribution 1000

Other 10 Printer use

Total 28,847.51 9357.39 27,850

Current Co-Op account balance is £6,613.55 (when Mabel Pratt and Maurice Burge 
funds excluded)
Mabel Pratt Fund is £150117.32 (Kept in the Co-Op current account and the AM triodos 
account)
Maurice Burge Fund is £7264 (kept in the Co-Op account)
*BYM contribution paid in following year
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A Report to Lewes LM from the Spiritual and Pastoral Resource and Information 
Group (SPRIG) and Circle Convenors.

Eldership and oversight have taken several different forms in the history of the Society 
of Friends. About 60 years ago a system evolved whereby Friends were appointed by 
Monthly Meetings to serve as elders or as overseers for a renewable 3-year term. As the 
Society has changed and developed, and fewer Friends are available for service, so 
meetings have found other ways to cover the responsibilities of eldership and oversight. 
Guided by Woodbrooke weekends and Zelie Gross’s book - With a Tender Hand - more 
than a third of local meetings have now adopted an alternative, often more open and 
transparent, method leading to closer cooperation and community-building.
Lewes LM set up a system of corporate pastoral care some eight years ago based on 
circles, with each circle appointing its own convenor. Lewes Meeting agreed last year to 
establish SPRIG to support the pastoral circles and to fulfil the duties of elders. At the 
time the number of appointed overseers and elders had fallen to an unsustainable level, 
and nominations committee was struggling to fill the vacancies.
AM agreed in February 2016 that LMs can appoint Friends from their own meeting to 
take responsibility for eldership and oversight. SPRIG Friends have been appointed by 
Lewes LM; it is also intended to appoint circle convenors.
Circles offer the opportunity for Friends to get to know each other by meeting from time 
to time, and to offer service to the meeting by sharing the doorkeeping and tea/coffee 
duties for a month twice/year. In this way members of a circle are best placed to know 
if one of their number might need support. All members and attenders are encouraged 
to join a circle and to keep in touch, even if they cannot, or choose not to, go to circle 
events. Newcomers are invited to join a circle.
SPRIG meets about 8 times/year and every other meeting is with the circle convenors. 
Apart from supporting and nurturing circles the responsibilities of SPRIG include the 
following:

⦁ To encourage Friends to take responsibility for their rightful part in the life of 
the local meeting and in the local community

⦁ To oversee the spiritual life of the meeting including opportunities for learning 
and deepening our ministry

⦁ To promote the right holding of meetings for worship and for church affairs

⦁ To seek resources for pastoral care including welfare

⦁ to ensure the meeting as a spiritual community is functioning in right ordering.

John Ashcroft, Patricia Cockrell, Bob Harwood, Anna Milner-Gulland and Helen Thomas 
are the current SPRIG Friends.

There are six geographically based circles: Brighton (Veryan Greenwood, convenor), 
Castle (Grace Blaker), Cliffe (Berta Busby), Needlemakers/Wealden (David Martin), 
Prison Area (Patricia Cockrell), Wallands (Bob Harwood). Members and attenders can 
speak to any of us if they would like to join a circle.

Patricia Cockrell, convenor of SPRIG, May 2017
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Item 7:   Completed memorial paragraphs

Laurence Lerner, 12.12.1925 – 19.1.2016
Born in South Africa, Larry was educated at the University of Cape Town and at 
Pembroke College Cambridge, where he met and married Natalie. They had four sons.
He became professor of English and took up posts in 11 countries including the US, 
Canada, Ireland and also in France and Germany, where he was keen to learn the 
languages. While teaching at the University of Sussex, he moved to Lewes and took full 
part in the life of the Quaker meeting, where he served as clerk and was instrumental in 
setting up the discussion group which met at his home. He gave the Swarthmore lecture 
in 1984 – The Two Cinnas, Quakerism, Revolution and Poetry.
Fellow of the Royal Society of Literature, novelist, critic and playwright, his lectures for 
the U3A and for the WEA in Lewes were much appreciated. He was also a published 
poet.

Patricia Cockrell and Roger Cockrell

Christine Gray,   13 May 1931 – 2 March 2017

Christine discovered Quakers in her seventies and attended Lewes Friends Meeting 
regularly for the last ten years of her life.  She was known to Friends as someone with a 
great sense of humour, who enjoyed intellectual challenge and loved history. She 
enjoyed being with others in groups, particularly if there was a discussion element and 
hosted one of the circle groups where she enjoyed the support and close relationships 
that this provided. Her love of history led her to take groups of visitors around local 
churches and she was particularly fascinated by Michelham Priory. During the ten years 
that we knew her she became increasingly disabled, but stubbornly refused to let this 
affect her life. She was forced to give up driving after a couple of escapades and took to 
the trains instead, readily accepting help from complete strangers. In all aspects of life 
she was a model of living adventurously.

David Martin and Anne Davies
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