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Diary Dates 
 

Meeting for worship every Sunday 

10:30 – 11:30 a.m., with children’s 

meeting also held at this time. 

Mid-week meeting for worship 

Wednesdays 12:30 – 1:00 p.m. 
 
 

 
 

 

In December, Cliffe Circle will 

provide doorkeeping and tea & 

coffee on Sundays.  In January, 

Castle Circle will serve the 

meeting in this way. 
 

 

 

1 December:  Quilting for Refugees –

making quilts for refugees in Lewes 

district; no experience necessary; all 

are welcome  – 1:30 – 4:00 p.m. at 

the meeting house – contact 

Bronwyn Harwood for details   

 

1 December:  Discussion Group : "Be 

patterns, be examples":  Living our 

faith in the world – 7:30 p.m. at the 

meeting house; all are welcome – 

details from John Ashcroft 

 

3 December:  Homelink Christmas 

Concert – 3 p.m. – Ashdown Singers 

Christmas Concert, St Thomas More 

Church, Seaford – retiring collection; 

coffee and mince pies afterwards 

 

5 December:  Mindfulness 

meditation – 6:30 p.m. in the gallery 

– details from Sam Ramsey 

 

6 December:  Mental & Emotional 

Wellbeing Group:  7:30 – 9:30 p.m. at 

the meeting house – this group meets 

on the first Wednesday of each 

month – details from Michael Wardell  

 

9 December:   Quaker Forum for 

Mental Health – 10:30 a.m. – 4:00 

p.m. at Friargate Quaker Meeting 

House in York.  Subject:  dementia.  

This forum will be supported by the 

Retreat Benevolent Fund.  All 

interested Friends are invited to 

participate.  £5 fee includes 

vegetarian lunch.  Ring 01782 750689 

or email shirleytorrens1@ gmail.com 

for details and booking. 
 

9 December:  Area Meeting Working 

Group, starting at 10:50 a.m. at 

Bexhill Meeting House – all members 

will be warmly welcomed 

 

Open hearts 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Open minds 

 

9 December:  Collection of donations 

for refugees living on the streets of 

Calais – 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. at Lewes Bus 

Station – needed: men’s clothes and 

shoes, tents, bedding, toiletries (all in 

good condition); cash donations also 

welcome; details from LGSRAS  

 

10 December:  Piano Recital by 

Nancy Cooley – 2 p.m., St Anne’s 

Church – in aid of Lewes Freedom 

from Torture – tickets £15 from 

Union Music or Lewes Tourist 

Information  

 

12 December:  Passage meditation – 

7 p.m. in the gallery – details from 

Paul Bazely 

 

14 December:  Jews & Quakers 

Conference at the University of 

Sussex, Falmer – 9:30 a.m. – 5:30 

p.m. – A joint one-day conference 

organised by the Centre for German-

Jewish Studies and Woodbrooke 

Centre for Postgraduate Quaker 

Studies, Birmingham.  A Brighton 

Friend is organising this event. 

Further information & booking via: 

www.jewsandquakers.wordpress.com 

 

15 December:  Quilting for Refugees 

– making quilts for refugees; no 

experience necessary; all are 

welcome – 1:30 – 4 p.m. at the 

meeting house – contact Jane on 

mcintosh115@gmail.com for details 

 

15 December:  Poetry & Music 

Evening at the meeting house – 7:30 

p.m. start – all are welcome – details 

from Roger Cockrell  

 

17 December:  Holding in the light – 

meeting for worship for healing - 9:30 

– 10:15 a.m. – details from Gill Please  

 

17 December:  All age worship 

session followed by a shared lunch 

for the whole meeting – all are 

welcome; please bring food to share 

– speak to Helen Thomas for details 

 

19 December:  Mindfulness 

meditation – 6:30 p.m. in the gallery 

– details from Sam Ramsey 

 
 

Looking ahead:  

7 January:  Meeting for worship for 

church affairs (business meeting) – 

after meeting for worship and tea / 

coffee – if you have an item for the 

agenda, please speak to the clerk well 

in advance   

 

19 – 21 January:  New Year 

Intentions & Mindfulness Retreat at 

Claridge House – for details see 

www.claridgehousequaker.org.uk  

  

27 January:  A Day for Reflection at 

Claridge House – provided by 

Woodbrooke-on-the-Road Vibrancy 

Project – 9:30 a.m. – 5 p.m. – £70 per 

person.  Intended for those who 
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serve the meeting (in whatever 

capacity), this day will uphold and 

nurture you as you uphold and 

nurture your meeting.  Please book 

and pay in advance by ringing 01342 

832150.  See further details on: 

www.claridgehousequaker.org.uk 

 

27 January:  An Uplifting Day of 

African Songs – 10 a.m. – 5 p.m., 

Barcombe Village Hall – cost £30 (£25 

concessions) – fun for everyone; no 

need to be able to read music; tea & 

coffee provided; please bring food for 

a shared lunch – all proceeds to the 

Green Olive Trust – please ring or 

email Angela to book a place: 07821 

803969; info@lewessingingcircle.com  

 

28 January:  Children’s day out to 

Lewes Little Theatre for a matinee of 

“Robin Hood”, followed by pizza tea 

in the children’s room at the meeting 

house – fun for the whole family – 

speak to Grace Blaker for details  
 
 

 

Meeting for worship at Polegate 

Second and fourth Wednesdays of 

each month, 3:30 p.m., at Bernhard 

Baron Cottage Homes (Lewes Road, 

Polegate).  All are welcome. 

 
 

 

 

Dear Attenders,  

Please speak to a clerk if you plan to 

attend local or area business 

meetings.  Thank you.  
 

 

 
 

Lewes Group in Support of 

Refugees & Asylum Seekers 

(LGSRAS) - Update 

 

The “support system” is failing 
 

Large numbers of the 38,000 people 

seeking asylum in the UK are facing 

destitution or severe hardship, 

according to recent research in a 

report by Refugee Action (‘Slipping 

through the cracks’ - July 2017) (1). 

Every day Refugee Action works with 

people who are destitute, living on 

the streets, and have not eaten 

properly for weeks. 

 

Although there is an asylum support 

system in place, there are many 

barriers and delays to accessing it.  

The report examined 300 cases in 

London and Manchester over the 

course of a year, and considered the 

impact such delays had on people 

fleeing war, rape, torture or 

persecution in their native countries. 

As many of us are aware, people 

seeking asylum who have managed to 

complete the hazardous journey 

across the Mediterranean and Europe 

are not allowed to work when they 

arrive in the UK. They can, however, 

apply for asylum support (£5.28 a 

day) and for accommodation (which 

cannot be local authority housing). 

Although this is a legal right, those 

eligible often do not actually receive 

those benefits. 

 

Asylum seekers wait months for a 

decision and research showed that in 

half of the 300 sample cases, those 

who applied were refused emergency 

support.  However, the research also 

revealed that 92% of those initial 

decisions were incorrect and 

overturned on appeal. 

 

The system reflects regular neglect. 

The management of accommodation 

offered to asylum seekers has been 

taken out of the hands of poorly 

resourced local authorities and given 

to private, profit-driven companies 

such as G4S and Serco.  The state of 

the housing is often filthy and over-

crowded, with rooms overrun by 

mice and cockroaches.  Another 

reason for this wretched accom-

modation is that asylum seekers are 

dispersed to the poorest areas of the 

country, such as Newcastle or 

Rochdale, whilst 174 of the more 

affluent local councils have refused to 

accept any asylum seekers at all. 

An article in The Guardian earlier this 

year detailed how June, a pregnant 

woman with two toddlers, fled war 

and rape in the Democratic Republic 

of Congo.  She and her children were 

crammed into one tiny bedroom in an 

overflowing shared house, sharing a 

toilet with six other families.  Whilst 

awaiting a Home Office decision, 

each morning she had to wipe 

cockroaches off her children's faces.  

However, when she finally received 

the right to remain (limited to 30 

months) her situation worsened, as 

her sole means of support (a food 

card) was removed and she had to 

wait months for her benefits.  

Meanwhile she survived on handouts 

from charity. ‘ . . . It’s like I awoke in 

another nightmare,’ she said. (2) 

 

Clearly it is not acceptable to allow 

anyone to live like this, either as a 

citizen or a guest of this country, and 

Refugee Action urges us to write to 

our MPs, or directly to Amber Rudd 

(MP), asking the government to treat 

asylum seekers more fairly whilst 

they await a decision.   

 

Refugee Action has a great deal more 

information on what you can do.  

Their website can be found at 

www.refugee-action.org.uk. 
 

(1) www.refugee-action.org.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2017/06/Slipping-

through-the-cracksfinal4-A4-1.pdf   

 

(2) “Vermin, filth, threats: the scandal 

of Britain’s housing for asylum 

seekers” by Frances Ryan, writing in 

The Guardian (02/02/17) 

 

This article was extracted from the 

August 2017 LGSRAS newsletter 

(with permission), and expanded.    
 

 

 

 

Funds raised for good causes 

 

In October, £ 114.10 for Ramallah 

Friends Meeting House. 
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Good Causes 
 

Special collections in December will 

be for Homelink, an ecumenical 

charity assisting people with little or 

no savings and on a low income.  It 

offers interest-free loans to suitable 

applicants to rent in the private 

sector, within Lewes District. Similar 

loans are offered to ex-offenders 

from Lewes Prison, in association 

with Sussex Pathways. 

 

Homelink is a registered charity 

working in partnership with Lewes 

District Council, and operating in 

Peacehaven, Newhaven, Seaford, 

Lewes and rural areas.  Crucially, it 

offers financial assistance to people 

for whom the council bears no 

statutory responsibility, thereby 

serving people who would otherwise 

be at great risk of becoming 

homeless. 

 

In their October newsletter, the 

Service Manager reports that the 

numbers of applications for help 

(254) and new tenancies (81) have 

considerably increased in 2017:  “The 

increases are almost entirely due to 

…:  an increase in evictions; a 

reluctance by landlords to take 

tenants on benefits; benefit sanctions 

whereby … benefits are suddenly 

stopped, causing huge rent arrears; 

and lastly, the gradual introduction of 

"universal credit" whereby a person's 

benefits are lumped together and 

paid directly to the claimant, [with] 

the housing benefit component no 

longer going directly to the landlord. 

We've seen … parents worry about 

the effect it will have on their 

children. We've seen people in their 

80s forced to move ….  And … we've 

seen … our interviewees who often 

break down in tears of relief when we 

tell them we can help them.” 

The Treasurer writes of difficulties in 

funding the increased calls for help.  

Local councils have given grants, but 

Homelink must also dig into its 

reserves, and this is not sustainable.   

 

If you have time to volunteer, 

Homelink would be delighted to hear 

from you.   You can reach Homelink 

by telephone 01273 479541 or email 

homelink.lewes@gmail.com.  

 

Please give generously to this worthy 

cause, Friends. 

 

****************** 

 

Good causes for 2018 will be agreed 

at a meeting for worship for church 

affairs, in the new year. 

 

****************** 

 

 

Our Friends Emily Wallis and 

her husband Lewis are expecting 

a baby!  From their new home in 

Wells, Somerset, Emily writes to 

say they are looking forward to 

seeing Lewes Friends again in the 

future.  (If you would like their 

new address, please see the clerk.) 

 

 

 

Our Friend Diana Colvin has 

an area of woodland just 

north of Newick. It is an 

ideal place for healthy 

exercise for anyone who is 

interested in woodland 

conservation.  Please speak to 

Diana for more information; 

her email address is 

colvin.diana17@gmail.com 
 

 

What is our role? 

The following extract is from the  

Earth & Economy newsletter, 

Summer 2017, in an article entitled 

“Investing in the New Economy”, by  

 Chris Walker, Sustainability & Peace 

Programme Manager. 
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“Movements for social and 

political change are tricky. How 

they begin, are sustained, and 

ultimately succeed, can seem a 

mystery. We do know they are 

beset with tensions. Who speaks 

for whom? What exactly is the 

change sought? Feeling part of 

these movements can be 

exhilarating, but seeing them fail 

can sap our energy ….  

 

“In the past year, it feels like a 

small number of people with 

immense political power have 

become more confident about 

perpetuating injustices ….  So it’s 

frightening to think that there is 

no single recipe for a successful, 

inspiring movement that 

achieves deep and lasting 

change.  

 
“Yet perhaps our role as 

Quakers, activists and concerned 

citizens is to embrace this 

unknown. It’s not our job to 

know how to build a perfect 

movement to realise Quaker 

testimony. Our role, perhaps, is 

both more humble yet more 

exciting: we can reach out to 

others, offering generosity, hope 

and creativity, sometimes 

leading, sometimes being led.  

This requires us to actively seek 

inspiration from those around us 

in service of collective radical 

change, being ‘open to new light, 

from whatever source it may 

come’ (Quaker faith & practice 

1.07).” 

 

 
 

 

 

Mental Illness &  

Meeting for Worship 

 

The following extract is from “Living 

with Schizophrenia:  Director's Cut”, 

by Jason Evans, writing in the 

September 2017 issue of Quaker 

Voices.   

 

“What is the connection [of 

mental illness] with spirituality? 

Friends are very open to the idea 

of a vulnerable mental state 

leaving one more open to the 

spirit, and this is one of the more 

enlightened views held by 

religious people in regard to 

mental health.  It is certainly 

better than being regarded as 

possessed by demons. 

 

“I found Quakerism incredibly 

helpful on my journey to recovery. 

The discipline of taking 

responsibility for your own 

thoughts, which is promoted by 

many spiritual traditions, is really 

useful to a recovering schizo-

phrenic. Taking responsibility for 

your own thoughts puts you back 

in control. People who have never 

experienced psychosis have a 

tendency to take for granted that, 

whatever else happens, they can 

trust their own mind. During a 

psychotic episode, you really can't 

necessarily.  

 

“Spiritual practices like Quaker 

silence, centring prayer or 

Buddhist mindfulness can help in 

the recovery phase, once the mind 

has been stabilised by anti-

psychotics, although during a full-

blown episode the mind can be 

too disrupted even to follow the 

practice. They can help by giving 

you the tools to take back control 

of your thoughts by taking 

responsibility for your thoughts as 

they are and working on them 

through spiritual practice. And this 

contrasts markedly from a wider 

world …. 

 

“I needed something to help me 

through my recovery and my 

Meeting responded with love and 

acceptance ….  I have been 

patiently supported and given 

things to do when that was help-

ful, and treated with care and 

understanding when I couldn't 

cope … or had to lay things down. 

On my last hospital admission, in 

2005, a Friend who lived nearby 

visited me every evening, a kind-

ness I will never forget.” 

 

Jason Evans is Quaker Chaplain 

at the University of Sussex   

 

 

The two publications 

quoted above, and more, 

can be found on the 

Quakers in Britain website: 

www.quaker.org.uk/resourc

es/newsletters 

 

 
 

To be a living, loving, thriving 
faith community, it is imperative 
we continue to make the 
Quaker experience available to 
all who seek it. The guidance of 
the Spirit is available to us all. 
Yearly Meeting called for us to 
work on our own diversity and 
to examine “how we can 
remove barriers and actively 
seek wider participation in the 
full life of our meetings”.  

- Paul Parker, Recording Clerk 
of Britain Yearly Meeting, 
writing in Quaker News, Issue 
98, Autumn 2017 
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The Gresham Lectures 

In 1597 Sir Thomas Gresham founded 

a college to provide free lectures 

within the City of London, and these 

continue daily during university 

terms.  More than 2,400 are now 

available to listen to or watch on-line, 

on a huge variety of subjects, 

including some of special interest to 

Quakers.  They can be found on 

www.gresham.ac.uk where all past 

lectures can be searched.  I 

recommend the following: 

 

“ The Republic of King Jesus“: 

background to the beginnings of 

Quakerism 

 

“Quakers living adventurously”:  an 

account of Friends House Library, 

where a review of the collections 

lists the vast range of Friends’ 

concerns over the centuries 

 

“ Quakers, business and morality“ 

 

There are many more related to 

Quaker interests, including slavery, 

sexual morality, civil partnerships and 

more. 

 

It’s also worth searching YouTube for 

‘Quaker’; once you have discarded 

the clips about oats and Quaker 

Parrots there are interesting pieces 

from diverse Quaker communities 

around the world. 
 

David Hitchin 

 

 

At Claridge House 
 

Claridge House is a Quaker retreat 

centre, offering rest, renewal, 

spiritual enrichment and learning.  It 

is located in the Surrey countryside 

between Lingfield and Dormansland, 

and welcomes people of every faith 

and none.  It is available for bed & 

breakfast, and runs courses and 

personal retreats.  It is also a Quaker 

meeting house, and a public meeting 

for worship is held there every 

Sunday at 9:45 a.m.  All are welcome. 

 

Upcoming courses include: 

 

Winter Mindfulness 

Retreat – 1 – 3 December:  Enjoy 

a weekend of tranquillity with 

guided meditation, relaxing 

yoga, walks in nature, 

contemplation, and rest. 

Develop a calmer mind, healthy 

body and authentic connection 

to the self and life path.   
 

Christmas Break:  23 – 

27 December:  Enjoy a quiet 

Christmas away from the normal 

pressures of life.  Relax, go for 

walks, play games.  Gather for 

daily Quiet Times.  Come 

together to share favourite 

music, poetry and writings.  Give 

yourself the gift of peace. 
 

New Year Led Retreat:  

29 December – 2 January:  A 

different way to spend New 

Year, looking back at the old year 

and thinking about what we 

want from 2018. A variety of 

approaches will help you create 

your personal vision for the way 

ahead. There will be 

mindfulness, meditation, yoga, 

discussion, journaling, collage 

and more. You can have personal 

time for reflection. A spirit of 

enquiry and lightness is at the 

heart of all the sessions.  
 
 

Information on costs can be found on 

the website.  However, if you would 

like to attend a course and cannot 

afford the full fee, please speak to a 

member of SPRIG regarding bursary 

help.  (Claridge House itself also 

offers bursaries.) 
 

 

For further information on courses, 

private retreats, and B&B accom-

modation, visit the website: 

www.claridgehousequaker.org.uk  or 

ring 01342 832150.    
 
 

 

Please send items for the Area 

Meeting newsletter 

(“Quiet Ways” ) to Keith Harcourt at 

keith@harcourt-consultancy.co.uk 
 

 

Friends across Britain asked 
Quaker Peace & Social 

Witness (QPSW) for support for 
our peace witness. The new 

’Take Action on Militarism’ pack 
gives Friends information and 

ideas on what we can do.  If you 
would like to receive a copy, 
email samw@quaker.org.uk . 

 

 

 
 

Modern Slavery 
  

Did you know that Sussex Police 

made 55 referrals identifying 

victims of human trafficking or 

modern slavery between July 2016 

and June 2017? (1) 

 

Research has identified the types of 

modern slavery in the UK, falling 

into the categories of labour 

exploitation (often in isolated rural 

areas); domestic servitude (live-in, 

unpaid servants and nannies); 

sexual exploitation (forced 

prostitution); and criminal 
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exploitation (forced begging, forced 

benefit fraud, etc.). (2)   A Pan 

Sussex Modern Slavery Network 

has been established, bringing 

together organisations committed 

to tackling slavery. 

Victims of trafficking and forced 

labour are often reluctant to tell their 

stories through fear of reprisal, 

because they do not know their 

rights, and / or because they fear 

deportation.  If they are in the UK 

illegally, they often find themselves in 

“debt slavery” to, as well as 

intimidated by, their traffickers.  If 

they have little or no English, they will 

be even more reluctant to seek help. 

If you believe you know someone 

who is being abused or exploited, 

please report it via the Modern 

Slavery helpline on 0800 0121700.  

There is more information about 

safeguarding, modern slavery and 

how to help, on the Safer East Sussex 

website (see first reference below).  
(1)    

Friends will be aware that Quakers 

were among the first to denounce 

slavery in Europe and the American 

colonies in the past, and our 

testimonies continue to uphold us 

today as we resist slavery in its 21
st
 

century forms.    
 

(1) www.safeineastsussex.org.uk/

modern-slavery-help.html. 

(2) www.gov.uk/government/pub

lications/a-typology-of-

modern-slavery-offences-in-

the-uk  

 
Update on the Turkish Baths 

 

Local councillor Jo Carter reports that 

Lewes District Council (LDC) has 

deferred a decision on the fate of the 

Turkish Baths due to concerns over 

accessibility.  (The building cannot be 

made fully wheelchair accessible 

without cutting down a nearby tree.)  

However, LDC has said that a decision 

on the bids will come before February 

2018.  

 

 
 

A glorious band 

 

I happen to be thinking of angels 

because a Swiss folk tune, to which a 

children's hymn is set, has been 

running through my head on account 

of its musical similarity to something I 

am currently learning.  The words 

were written by the Oxford 

Movement priest J M Neale and start: 

 

"Around the throne of God a band 

Of glorious angels ever stand 

Bright things they see ..." 

 

This December, as Christmas 

approaches, I think my focus will be 

on these angels, whether super-

natural or human or both.  My 

glorious angels are not the Christmas 

card sort, or even the nativity play 

variety.  They are the many people I 

have known, and some whom I still 

know, who see bright things even 

when times are hard and the outlook 

is bleak.  This is not an easy option, 

like giving coins to a beggar who may 

well be an addict.  It is more seeing 

the need to support or even initiate 

organisations like Homelink or 

Shelter, or our own QAAD which 

addresses addiction.   

 

Such people come into our lives.  

Their vision is catching, their drive 

and energy admirable, and they leave 

us better people for having known 

them.  Yet they were no stained glass 

figures and sometimes did unwise 

things.  This may well be what glory 

means - something akin to Paul's 

metaphor of the precious silver and 

gold goods which, when carried by 

travellers, were encased in pottery to 

disguise them should robbers attack:  

"We have this treasure in earthen 

vessels," he wrote to people in the 

area of Corinth. 

 

Occasionally (or perhaps more often 

than we realise), the person who sees 

bright things may be unknown to us.  

When driving across Rannoch Moor 

in the snow one January, our road, 

like many in the Highlands, travelled 

close to a river bed on one side to be 

succeeded by a right angle turn onto 

a bridge before continuing along the 

other side of the river.  We 

approached the right angle for which 

I saw no warning, then just as we 

should have turned right there was a 

stout woman in a dark anorak waving 

a torch in the direction we should go.  

Before this episode I did not really 

believe in angels.  Since then - 

"maybe" comes up fairly strongly. 

 

"... And some, when he commands  

    them, go 

To guard his servants here below." 

 

Caroline Pybus 

 

 

 
 

Friends are saddened to 

hear of the death of Nick 

Milner-Gulland.  Please hold 

Anna, and all of Nick’s 

family and friends,  

in the light. 

 

 
50

th
 Anniversary of QHT 

 

Quaker Housing Trust (QHT) is Britain 

Yearly Meeting’s own housing 
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charity.  It uses Friends’ resources to 

help meet the needs of poorly 

housed and otherwise homeless 

people in Britain. To mark 50 years of 

this practical witness QHT has 

published 12 new postcards. For the 

full set and more information, 

contact Paula Harvey on  involveme@ 

qht.org.uk , or by ringing 020 7663 

1036.  The website www.qht.org.uk 

also gives further details. 

 

 
 

Did you know . . . ? 
 

Over 150 local Quaker meetings 

organised an outreach event during 

Quaker Week 2017.  Friends are 

working hard to make Quakers better 

known and more widely understood.  

The dates for next year have now 

been fixed: 29 September – 7 

October 2018.  

 

There’s still a chance to give feedback 

on 2017 to Friends House, to help 

plan even better support for next 

year.  If you have any feedback on 

Quaker Week 2017, please email 

outreach@quaker.org.uk , so your 

response can feed into the ongoing 

work. 

 

Alongside Quaker Week Friends 

around the UK continue to have a 

presence at community events, 

Heritage Open Days, and more.  

Quakers in Britain also has a 

significant presence at both the Hay 

Festival in late May and at Greenbelt 

in August. 
 

 

 

Lewes Meeting Contacts 

Clerk:  Nancy Wall   

Assistant Clerk: John Thurley 
 

Resident Friends:  

Chris Walker & Lou Wright 
 

SPRIG:  John Ashcroft  
 

Treasurer:  Jeffrey Matthews  
  

Nominations:  David Martin 
 

Children’s Committee:   

Sue Hallett-Martin 
  

Safeguarding:   

Sue Hallett-Martin & Robert Marx 
 

Newsletter Editor:  Lou Wright 
 

Website Editors:   

Liz Brooks & Lou Wright 
 

Area Meeting Correspondence Clerk:  

Jean Farebrother 

  
 

Dear Friends, 
 

   This is the last newsletter from 

me as editor, as I lay the role 

down at the end of a triennium.  

It has been a real pleasure putting 

this newsletter together for our 

community! Thank you for 

reading. 

   Please send items for January 

onward, to Lou Wright by email: 

wright.louisa@gmail.com  
 

In Friendship, 

Liz Brooks 
 

 

Border Meeting 

The 60
th

 anniversary Border Meeting 

in continental Europe was held in 

Brussels in September of this year.  

The following excerpt is taken from 

Among Friends - Number 140, 

Autumn 2017: 

 

“Border Meeting was first held 

60 years ago as a way of 

reconciliation between former 

enemy countries of World War II. 

Today, with that ’mission 

accomplished’, it was legitimate 

to ask, ‘Is Border Meeting still 

relevant?’  The answer was a 

resounding yes! In contrast to 

geographic and political borders 

of the past, new cultural, 

religious, ethnic and racial 

borders continue to arise in such 

a manner that Quakers have a 

faith-based part to play in 

continuing to work towards a 

humane world for all without 

borders. 
 

“Putting such faith into action, a 

group of friends participating in 

this Border Meeting used free 

time in the program late 

Saturday afternoon to purchase 

115 grocery bags of food and 

toiletries which they then 

distributed on Sunday morning 

during Meeting for Worship to 

hundreds of Eritrean and other 

refugees being neglected and 

harassed by authorities in 

Brussels’ Parc Maximilien.” 

 
 

 
 

From Quaker Faith & 

Practice 

 
 

Now there are varieties of gifts, 
but the same Spirit; and there are 
varieties of services, but the 
same Lord; and there are 

varieties of activities, but it is the 
same God who activates all of 
them in everyone. To each is 
given the manifestation of the 
Spirit for the common good.    

       (I Cor 12:4–7) 
 

It is a responsibility of a Christian 
community to enable its members 
to discover what their gifts are and 
to develop and exercise them to 
the glory of God. 

-  Qf&p 3.22  
 

 




