
Meeting for Worship for Church Affairs  

4th February 2018

Minutes

Opening worship: Quaker Faith and Practice, 20.06.

Friends, I think most of you will have noticed that there has been some serious 
thinking about how we conduct these meetings. John Thurley and I are looking at 
a range of ways in which we can avoid very long meetings at the same time as 
strengthening our commitment to the Quaker business method. 

⦁ Minute of Record: 

The memorial for Evy Westbrook was read, as we did not do this in January. 
(Memorial attached). SPRIG will consider the question of which people who have 
died recently should be referred to Area Meeting for a possible testimony.

⦁ Appointment of representative to Area Meeting Study Day

We appoint Liz Brookes to represent us at Area Meeting Study Day on February 
10th. She will report to the meeting on February 18th.

⦁ Confirmation of dates for Meeting for Worship for Church Affairs

The next Meeting for Worship for Church Affairs will be on March 4th. The 
meeting agreed to hold MfW for Church Affairs on April 8th to avoid Easter, and 
on April 29th to avoid Britain Yearly Meeting. Thereafter the first Sunday in the 
month works well. We will not meet in August but we will in December, so as to 
avoid a long agenda in January 2019.

⦁ Brief report on Good Causes: continued minute
We have encountered unexpected difficulties in setting up a pilot good cause for 
February.  We will aim to have a pilot proposal for March. In the meantime the 
clerk will welcome suggestions from anyone who may wish to nominate and 
implement a good cause collection. (Please refer to the newsletter and website 
for more information or talk with Jeff Matthews or Mike Coote.)

5.18      Progress Report from the MH Development Group

We thank the Meeting House Development Group for their work with the 
building maintenance team, the planning department and the architect. We note 
that the proposed scheme will be presented to the Meeting, with indicative 
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costings, at a special meeting after Easter. (Report attached).

6.18 Reviewing the new arrangements for eldership and oversight 
(SPRIG).

We have received a report from SPRIG (attached). We thank SPRIG members and 
Circle Convenors for the key part that they play in supporting the pastoral and 
spiritual life of the meeting. The report shows the effort that has been put into 
this, despite the difficulties of finding sufficient Friends to serve the meeting.  
We appreciate that any arrangement will be less than perfect and hope that 
where Friends have concerns, they will contact a SPRIG member. We urge SPRIG 
to ensure that relevant information in the newsletter is kept up to date; it should 
explain SPRIG’s role and also who can be contacted. 
We ask SPRIG members to ensure that both eldership and oversight activities 
continue to be fulfilled in the future.
A concern has been raised about the name ‘SPRIG’. We will return to this matter 
in a future meeting.
The clerks agreed to work on the contacts lists, to bring them up to date with the 
help of Jim Wallace and to help keep them there.

Signed

Nancy Wall
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