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Welcome to the March newsletter...
Hopefully you haven’t been blown away by the Siberian that has seen in the start of spring this year.

Please let me know if you can think of ways in which I can improve the newsletter, or if I have missed 
anything out. My email address is wright.louisa@gmail.com. 

Lou 

•••

In March, Brighton Circle will 
provide doorkeeping and tea and 
coffee on Sundays. 

•••

Meeting for worship 

every Sunday 10:30 – 11:30am, 
with children’s meeting also held 
at this time.

Mid-week meeting for worship

Wednesdays 12:30 – 1:00pm.

•••

Lewes meeting has made a £50 
donation to the Oswestry Local 
Quaker Meeting Meeting House 
refurbishment appeal. We have 
also donated £350 to the Bath 
Friends Meeting House Appeal.

•••

Diary Dates
26 March: deadline for April 
newsletter. Please send items to 
me at wright.louisa@gmail.com 

Friday 2 March: Women’s Day 
of Prayer - ‘All God’s Creation 
is very good!’ - praying for 
Suriname. 11am at St Thomas 
a Becket at Cliffe. Followed by 
Ploughmans Lunch. All welcome.
www.wwdp.org.uk.

Friday 2 March: Quilting for 
Refugees – please join Friends 
for a fun quilting session, making 
quilts for refugees in the district; 
no experience necessary – 
1:30 – 4:00 pm at the meeting 
house. Contact Jane McIntosh 
on mcintosh115@gmail.com for 
details. The group plans to meet 

on the first and third Fridays of 
each month. 

Sunday 4 March: Meeting 
for worship for business. 12 
noon, after meeting for worship 
and tea/ coffee – please speak 
to the clerk in advance if you 
have an item for the agenda. 
Agenda items include ‘Setting 
up a Reading Group on the 
New Economy’ and ‘A pilot 
good cause: proposal from 
Needlemakers circle’. 

March 5: Open meeting: 100 
years on – what have women 
achieved? 7:30 pm - 9:00 pm 
at the Phoenix Centre. The 6th 
February 1918 saw the passing 
of The Representation of the 
People Act in which 8.4. million 
women over 30 were given the 
vote along with all men over 21. 
It took a further ten years before 
all women were able to vote in 
1928.

Between 1918 and 2015 a total 
of 450 women have been elected 
as Members of the House of 
Commons, which is fewer than 
the men (459) in the 2015 
Parliament.

In a celebration of International 
Women’s Day our speakers Hilary 
Wainwright, author of the new 
book  A New Politics from the 
Left, will be speaking on the 
achievements of women in the 
last 100 years with particular 
reference to feminism in the later 
half of the 20th century whilst 
Jess Garland, Director of Policy 
and Research at the Electoral 
Reform Society, will discuss how 

much change has been achieved 
politically. The theme this year is 
Press for Change – The Gender 
Divide and both speakers will be 
giving their views on the future 
and what there is still left to do.

Free entry, all welcome.

Tues 6 March: Passage 
meditation – 7pm in the gallery 
– details from Paul Bazely

SATURDAY 10 March, 
Homelink event: Old Tyme 
Music, 7-9pm at St Thomas 
More Hall, Seaford, BN25 1SS. 
A fish and chip supper will be 
provided but bring your own 
tipple. Tickets costing £7.50 each 
can be obtained from: Ethane 
on 01323 894917, Margaret on 
01273 515603, or Rita on 01273 
514044. Costume optional but 
welcome.

Saturday 10 March: Area 
Meeting Working meeting – 
Bexhill, 10.50-13.00

Saturday 10 March: How 
can meeting houses meet 
our changing needs. A 
Vibrancy in meetings event. At 
Horsham Library, 10.30am-4pm. 
Registration essential - contact 
Carrie Comfort on 020 76631050.

Tues 13 March: Mindfulness 
meditation – 6:30 pm in the 
gallery – details from Sam 
Ramsey

Wed 14 March: Speaker on 
international refugee issues 
at the Meeting House. Details 
from LOSRAS.



Friday 16 March: Quilting 
for Refugees – please join 
Friends for a fun quilting session, 
making quilts for refugees in the 
district; no experience necessary 
– 1:30 – 4:00 pm at the meeting 
house. Contact Jane McIntosh 
on mcintosh115@gmail.com for 
details. The group plans to meet 
on the first and third Fridays of 
each month. 

17 March: Sussex & Surrey 
Regional Meeting: Making 
connections - Building on 
difference

An exploration using simple 
activities with art materials, 
words and silence. No 
experience needed. Led By Linda 
Murgatroyd. 10.30am for 11am 
- 4pm at Dorking FMH Butter 
Hill, South Street, Dorking, RH4 
2LE. All welcome. Bring & share 
lunch. If planning to come please 
let us know (to ensure enough 
materials) and if you have any 
special needs, especially visual or 
mobility difficulties. Young people 
welcome also. Judy Moody-Stuart 
(RM Clerk) text 07785 350 411. 
Judymoodystuart@msmjc.com.

18 March: Holding in the light 
9:30 – 10:15am in the gallery – 
details from Howard Harbert. This 
group meets on the third Sunday 
of each month.

18 March: A play, put on 
by the children of Lewes 
Meeting after Meeting for 
Worship, followed by a shared 
lunch.

Mary has written the play 
specially for us. It is loosely 
based on the story of the elves 
and the shoemaker and has the 
theme of “helping”.

We hope that all the children, 
from the youngest to the oldest, 
will want to take part and Mary 
assures us that she can find parts 
for everyone! Most parts will not 
involve much speaking, but to get 
the most from the experience the 
children will need to attend all, or 
most, of the 4 children’s meetings 
leading up to the 18th if possible. 

Mary will lead the 4 sessions 
leading up to the play and will 
need plenty of helpers. Please us 
know if your children would like 
to take part or if you have any 
queries.

Tues 20 March: Passage 
meditation – 7 pm in the gallery 
– details from Paul Bazely

Saturday 24 March: A 
CELEBRATION OF WILLIAM 
PENN’S LIFE at Blue Idol 
Quaker meeting. An event to 
celebrate the life of William 
Penn and marking the 300th 
anniversary of his death in 1718.

2.30pm: Talk: ‘The Blue Idol 
and William Penn’s Legacy for 
Today’, highlighting Penn’s major 
contribution to the establishment 
of tolerance and civil rights 
nationally and internationally.

3.30pm: TEA AND CAKES. New 
Exhibition in Barn. Garden to 
explore.

All welcome. 

Blue Idol Meeting House, 
Oldhouse Lane, Coolham, RH13 
8QP

Further details and directions: 
www.blueidol.org.

Facebook @BlueIdolQuakers 
01403 740174

24 March 2018, Ashford, 
Kent: Patterns and examples: 
Quaker Life and Woodbrooke 
are holding three ‘Quaker roles’ 
gatherings in 2018. Attendance 
at this event costs £20 per 
participant.

For more information: Rhiannon 
Grant - rhiannon.grant@
woodbrooke.org.uk / 0121 4156 
770 or Oliver Waterhouse – 
oliverw@quaker.org.uk / 020 
7663 1007.

Tues 27 March: Mindfulness 
meditation – 6:30 pm in the 
gallery – details from Sam 
Ramsey

•••

Looking ahead
April 8: Meeting for worship 
for business (a week later than 
usual to avoid Easter), and on 
April 29 to avoid Britain Yearly 
Meeting. 

21 April: Building 
relationships in Children’s 
meeting, Edgbaston

The aims of the workshop are:

• To encourage participants 
to consider how they relate 
to children within children’s 
meeting

• To give participants the 
opportunity to share aspects 
of working in children’s 
meeting that they find 
challenging

• To enable participants to 
think about ways of being 
and doing that will develop 
their children’s meeting as 
a positive experience for 
children

• To help participants to 
develop their confidence 
in working with children’s 
behaviour

For more information contact: 
Thais De Oliveira, Telephone: 020 
7663 1013

4–7 May 2018, Britain Yearly 
Meeting, Friends House, 
London. This year Yearly Meeting 
will be considering whether it is 
time to revise ‘Quaker faith & 
practice’, the book of discipline 
for Britain Yearly Meeting. 
Everyone, whether coming in 
person or upholding Yearly 
Meeting at home or in local 
Quaker communities is asked to 
help the discernment of Yearly 
Meeting by doing the preparation 
set out in Preparation for Yearly 
Meeting (coming soon).

If you are planning to attend 
Yearly Meeting this year - or 
even if you aren’t - please have 
a look at the recently published 
‘God, Words & Us’. The material 
contained in it will be central 



to the undertaking of Yearly 
Meeting, where Friends will 
gather to discern if it is time to 
revise ‘Quaker faith & practice’. 

‘God, Words & Us’ costs £8 and is 
available from the Quaker Centre 
Bookshop via their on-line store: 
www.quaker.org.uk/resources/
bookshop. The book has also 
been distributed to every Quaker 
meeting in the country, including 
Lewes Meeting. Please speak to 
Nancy if you’d like to borrow a 
copy.

•••

Other news

THE MEETING

A new play by Charlotte Jones

13 July–11 August, MINERVA 
THEATRE, Chichester. Price from 
£20

Rachel has been the voice for her 
deaf mother since she was born, 
but now she is restless to be 
heard for herself. Together, they 
have found sanctuary in a Quaker 
community that reveres silence. 
But the world is at war and it 
is becoming ever harder to live 
in Friendship. When a stranger 
arrives in their midst, their fragile 
peace is set to shatter.

This powerful new play from the 
acclaimed writer Charlotte Jones 
is a spellbinding exploration of the 
timeless challenges of bringing 
the truth to light.

Charlotte Jones’s multi award-
winning play Humble Boy 
transferred to the West End and 
Broadway following a sell-out run 
at the National Theatre. Her other 
work includes The Lightning Play 
at the Almeida Theatre, The Dark 
at the Donmar Warehouse and 
Martha, Josie & The Chinese Elvis.

Public bookings open on 3rd 
March.

David Hitchin helped Charlotte 
with the research for the play and 
Charlottes’s experiences at Lewes 
Meeting partly inspired the play.

•••

New email update from BYM: 
Get the best of Britain Yearly 
Meeting’s digital content

Quake! is the new monthly 
email update on the work of 
Britain Yearly Meeting (BYM) and 
Quakers in Britain. It will include 
discussion and exploration of 
Quaker life and worship, insights 
into faith-based activism, and 
links to new publications as well 
as the latest news, events and 
public statements from BYM. This 
newsletter replaces the Quaker 
Life Network monthly email and 
aims to provide an essential 
monthly digest of the best of our 
digital content.

Sign up to Quake! at: http://bit.
ly/quakemail

•••

New leaflet: Mental health in 
our meetings

Quaker Life has just published 
this new leaflet on mental health 
in our meetings. It offers advice 
and guidance to help meetings 
respond when mental distress is 
present. It is a helpful resource 
for those with responsibility for 
eldership and oversight and useful 
for all Quakers to be aware of.

Available to download at: www.
quaker.org.uk/documents/mental-
healthinourmeetingsweb2018

To order more copies: 
QuakerCentre@quaker.org.uk, 
020 7663 1030

Oliver Waterhouse, oliverw@
quaker.org.uk, 020 7663 1007

•••

Adult Education grants 
available

Grants are available for Quaker 
members and attenders 
continuing their education as 
mature students within the post-
compulsory education sector, 
including vocational, further or 
higher education or continuing 
professional development. The 
grants are particularly aimed 
at those studying to equip 
themselves to serve society and/
or Quakers in Britain. Applicants 
should be in need of financial 
support to take the course and 
the course should be offered at 
a reputable institution within the 
UK. Please see the grant-making 
page of the Quakers in Britain 
website: www.quaker.org.uk/
our-work/grant-making/ adult-
education

Closing date 30 April.

Ann Pfeiffer, annp@quaker.org.uk, 
020 7663 1053

•••

Circles and SPRIG for 
oversight and eldership
You are invited to join a pastoral 
circle if you have not already 
done so. Circles meet occasionally 
or more regularly, according to 
the wishes of circle members, for 
fellowship, fun and learning, and 
for a group of a dozen or so to 
get to know each other and to 
be well placed to offer pastoral 
support in times of need. The six 
circles in turn take charge of the 
tea/coffee and doorkeeping on 
Sunday mornings for a month, so 
everyone has an opportunity to 
offer service to the meeting.

Circles seem to work best 
when members meet, at least 
occasionally, but it is of course 
not essential to attend circle 
meetings. All the circles have 
‘linked’ Friends, who, for whatever 
reason are happy to chat over 
a coffee and to take their turn 
with the Sunday tasks, but are 
not able or willing to attend the 
meetings.



Robin Hood, Robin Hood, And His Merry Men...
On 27th January young Friends and their families attended a matinee performance of 
“Robin Hood” at the Little Theatre in Lewes. Castle Circle arranged the outing, which 
was well attended by Friends from across the meeting. This marks the third year a 
family trip to the theatre has been held, and a good time was had by all.

Friends enjoyed the play, and were particularly pleased to see Archie performing for his third year 
running. Afterward everyone came back to the meeting house for a tea of pizza, sides and puddings – 
with plenty of tea and coffee for the grown-ups. Grace Blaker reports, “This year I ordered seven large 
pizzas and not a crumb remained!”

Trips to the Little Theatre rose out of the need to gather the families of Castle Group for a shared 
experience. Pastoral care is shared across the meeting in different geographical circle groups, and the 
idea was well received: to take the children to a play and then to tea at the meeting house, with the 
help of other Friends to set up, buy pizzas and release parents to enjoy time with their children without 
the need to cook a meal afterward.

The outing was open to all families in the meeting. Corporately, Friends recognise that this event is 
a special one, and Children’s Committee, Hospitality Committee and others pitched in to help make it 
happen. This venture brings Friends and their families together in a unique way, not only serving those 
who are regular attenders at meeting but those with links to the meeting but who are not often able 
to attend. Grace adds, “I hope we have started a tradition that will continue, if not exactly in this form, 
but in a way which is happy and enjoyable for our children and their mums and dads.”

Many thanks to all Friends who helped make this event a success.

Liz Brooks

Lewes Meeting Contacts
Clerk: Nancy Wall

Assistant Clerk: John Thurley

Resident Friends: Chris Walker and Lou Wright 

SPRIG members: Helen Thomas, John Ashcroft, 
Anna Milner-Gulland, Bob Harwood, Mike Coote

Circle convenors: Brighton, convenor – Veryan 
Greenwood; Castle – Grace Blaker; Cliffe – Berta 
Busby; Needlemakers – David Martin; Prison Area 
– Patricia Cockrell, and Wallands – Bob Harwood. 

Treasurer: Jeffrey Matthews

Nominations: David Martin

Children’s Committee: Sue Hallett-Martin 
Safeguarding: Sue Hallett-Martin and Robert Marx 
Newsletter: Lou Wright

Website Editors: Liz Brooks & Lou Wright

Area Meeting Correspondence Clerk: Jean 
Farebrother

In accordance with Quaker faith 
& practice 12.18 ‘..we are all to 
watch over one another for good 
and to be mutually interested 
one for another…’, Lewes Meeting 
adopted a structure of corporate 
oversight based on circles, and 
everyone is encouraged to take 
part. The circles are roughly 
geographically centred and the 
convenors look forward to hearing 
from you. Lewes elders and 
overseers have met several times 
in recent months to consider 
how best to offer service to the 
meeting in the light of Chapter 
12 of Quaker faith & practice. We 

decided to combine to establish 
the Spiritual and Pastoral 
Resource and Information Group 
(SPRIG), and to work together 
with circle convenors to meet the 
pastoral and spiritual needs of the 
meeting.

Apart from supporting and 
nurturing circles the Resource 
Group will also:

• Encourage Friends to take 
responsibility for their rightful 
part in the life of the local 
meeting and in the local 
community

• Oversee the spiritual life 
of the meeting including 
opportunities for learning and 
deepening our ministry

• Promote the right holding of 
meetings for worship and for 
church affairs

• Seek resources for pastoral 
care including welfare

• Ensure the meeting as 
a spiritual community is 
functioning in right ordering.




