
Lewes LM Meeting for Worship for Church Affairs 4 March 2018
Minutes

7.18 Opening worship

During our opening worship QF&P 27.36 was read.

8.18 Memorial: Phil Everitt

The memorial for Phil Everitt was read. (Attached)

9.18 Appointment of representatives to AM WG

We appoint John Ashcroft to attend Bexhill AM Working Group on Saturday 10 
March, 10.50-13.00 and to report to this meeting on 11 March.

10.18 Minute of record - Appointment of trustee to Area Meeting

Sussex East Area Meeting has appointed Patricia Cockrell to be a trustee for the AM.

11.18 Children’s Committee proposal

We agree to raise the salary of Mary Perigoe, the Children’s Worker, from £10 per 
hour to £12.50 per hour to reflect inflation and the additional responsibility and time 
spent in leading sessions at least once a month, and in attending Children’s Committee
meetings.

We will send this minute to AM Trustees for their approval. We ask that the increased 
payments will be backdated to 1 March 2018.

12.18 A pilot good cause: proposal from Needlemakers circle.

We thank Needlemakers Circle for volunteering to pilot the first stage of a new 
system for supporting Good Causes (Proposal attached).

We ask Needlemakers Circle to report back to this meeting on 29 April so that we can 
review the experience to date and finalise plans.

We also ask all Friends to consider possible good causes for the future.

13.18 Setting up a Reading Group on the New Economy.

We have received the minute from AM Study Day on 10 February (Attached). This 
Meeting is interested in further reading of the booklets. The clerks will provide copies
of the booklets to anyone interested and will set a date in April after MfW to discuss 
the way forward.

Clerks: John Thurley
Nancy Wall
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Memorial : Phil Everitt

Phil Everitt was born in 1951. He admired his adoptive parents and felt that no one 
could have been better or more loving. He trained as an Art teacher and in time 
became a teacher trainer in the Art Department at what is now called the UCL 
Institute of Education. He made a powerful contribution to the world of education.  
This work and another big interest, traditional music and dance, helped to bring him 
to a spiritual life that was active, deeply perceptive and of great service to others.

Phil retired in 2003 after 30 years in education. He had a passionate interest in raptors 
and was involved in the study of Honey Buzzards, Harriers and Peregrines for many 
years. He joined Sussex Peregrine Study in 2005 and played a major role in the 
conservation of Peregrines. His knowledge of the natural world was astonishing. For a
time he worked with Sussex Police, who were trying to combat the increase in illegal 
bird of prey persecution.

When working at the London Institute in the early 1990s Phil regularly passed Friends
House and took to visiting the bookshop, collecting pamphlets and books and sitting 
in the garden. In 2008 he began attending Herstmonceux Meeting; then for some 
years he alternated between Herstmonceux and Lewes.

Phil had a serious lung condition that led to his having a lung transplant in early 2012.
He felt a strong sensation of being held in the light by Friends during this difficult 
time and was very grateful that Friends met in his house when he could not attend 
Meeting at Lewes. For a while he was able to get back to birding, and took a trip to 
Sweden in search of the Great Snipe.

Phil contributed a great deal to Lewes Meeting. He became a member in 2013. He 
told us he was greatly influenced by Peris Coventry, Harvey Gillman, Ann Cullen and 
Michael Wardell. But as time went by he was no longer able to attend meeting; it 
became inadvisable for him to sit at close quarters with others because of the need to 
avoid infection. He died on June 12th, 2016. A peregrine falcon was present at his 
burial in Ringmer churchyard (along with many, many people).

3.3.2018
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Proposal from Needlemakers Circle

Needlemakers Circle would like to propose Homelink as the good cause for March and April. 

During that time we will arrange various announcements, a speaker and some activities with 

the children.

We have a plan for collecting money. Five members of the group will ensure that at least two 

of their number are present on each occasion to collect, count and verify the sum raised. They 

will notify the treasurer each time as an additional record. All money thus recorded will be 

passed to David Martin who will accumulate the funds and at the conclusion of the appeal he 

will pay the whole amount to Homelink with gift aid. We will announce to the meeting and in 

the newsletter how the appeal went.

It is my understanding that MFWFB will want to approve both the good cause and the 

collection method on 4th March.
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Area Meeting Study Day 10 February 2018 – minute 18.18

We held a study day on A Quaker view towards a New Economy. We heard a brief sketch of 

what the new economy could be, and what we thought was wrong with the economy at 

present.

Four case studies gave us varied examples of possible ideas that took us forward to discussing

future opportunities for study and action. The case studies were:

1. Paula Radice talking about how and why she formed Enjoycation, a not-for-profit 

Community Interest Company that specialises in supporting and teaching home 

educated children in Hastings with community and child-centred learning as prime 

aims.

2. Alex Francis talked about Mondragon Corporation, a co-operative started in 1956 

by four engineers and a widow’s savings; which now employs 73,635 employees in 

the Basque region of Spain. [please Google: Mondragon Corporation, using translate 

button if necessary].

3. Keith Harcourt talked about the history of globalisation with particular reference to

the history of transport.

4. Nancy Wall talked about teaching economics, economic literacy in schools, and the

project led by the Bank of England which brings together people working to improve 

economic understanding at every level.

We have echoed Minute 23 of BYM 2011, which contained a strong critique of our current 

economic system and committed Friends to work towards building an economic system in 

which Quaker testimonies can flourish.

We need to challenge orthodoxy and challenge injustice, as well as to be patterns and 

examples in order to build a more resilient society. Governments should realise that economic

growth should not [necessarily] be the goal, but they should provide all members of society 

with the basic necessities of life, this is paramount.

We recognise the need to require accountability on the part of those in power; we need to 

improve the democratic processes. We can see the value of collaboration with other 

organisations, and we value opportunities to communicate our views within our own 

neighbourhoods.

We understand that it is not easy for Friends to feel confident in addressing both global and 

local issues. We urge everyone to consider what they feel able to do, and work from there.
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Reading groups will help spread understanding and enthusiasm. We urge Friends to go back 

to their Local Meetings to see whether they could set up a reading group to start the process 

of positive change, opening up better visions by studying the QPSW booklets [New Economy

Series] and discussing and moving forward with hope.
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