
Lewes Quaker Meeting 
Premises Committee update, April 2018 
Maintenance Report 
 
After a lull over the winter maintenance work will be starting up again during April. The main 
disruption will be to the use of the meeting room and the library (which is already closed).  
Starting at the beginning of April the meeting room is going to be closed to most building users to 
continue with essential maintenance work. This includes treating the walls for rot and infestation, 
restoring the windows, treating the floor and continued investigative  work into the timber frame. 
This work is being overseen by Us and Ours, who have been helping us work through our 
maintenance issues for over a year. We cannot predict the exact date of re-opening until after the 
initial investigations of the extent of the damage to walls in the meeting room has taken place, but 
we are hopeful of completion within three to four months. There are also a number of smaller areas 
of maintenance to be completed in other parts of the building – in particular on windows at the 
newer end of the building – but these will be scheduled so that they do not disrupt normal use of the 
building. 
 
Premises Committee and Us and Hours have been working to a budget agreed with Sussex East 
Area Meeting Trustees as most of the work falls to the area meeting to fund.  To date the work has 
mostly fallen within budget. However there are inevitable areas of uncertainty about costs, in 
particular in the library and in the front wall of the meeting room where there has been serious 
water damage. Trustees have agreed that the work needs to be carried out and we shall be keeping 
them updated as the results of investigations behind the wooden panelling are known. There are 
some smaller items, such as internal redecoration which are the responsibility of the local meeting.  
 
Recently it has become clear that the two steps leading down from the central lobby into the 
corridor room are too steep and unsafe for some friends with limited mobility. Work should be 
starting very soon on shallower steps with a non-slip surface and a handrail. 
 
During April, Sunday meeting for worship will be held in the meeting room, as usual, even though 
the room will be closed to hirers during the week. From May, while the room is closed we will be 
using different venues for either our main meeting for worship, Children’s meeting, or both (based 
on their availability). 
 
The plans for Sundays in May are as follows: 
6 May: Meeting for worship at All Saints; Children’s meeting and coffee after meeting for worship 
in the childrens room at the meeting house as usual 
 
13 May: Meeting for worship AND Children’s meeting at the Linklater Pavillion on the Railway 
Land 
 
 
20 May, 27 May: Meeting for worship at All Saints; Children’s meeting and coffee after meeting in 
the children’s room. 
 
The May newsletter and Clerk’s notices before then will confirm these plans, and give arrangements 
for June and beyond so please look out for 
these. 
 
 
Midweek meeting will be held in the Children’s room from April until the meeting room re-opens.  
 



 

We are hopeful that once the weather improves the work on the archway adjacent to the meeting 
house car park will be finished quickly and the protective fences can be removed.  
 
Car-parking 
 
As Friends know there have been problems with protecting the Meeting House car park from 
unauthorised use over several years. This has been a particular problem for the resident Friends and 
others at the Meeting House who have faced a continuing struggle trying and failing to protect the 
spaces for Meeting House use only. Written and verbal abuse has occurred over the years and has 
worsened in recent months, and we foresee the problem worsening even further once the new 
houses to the rear of the library are occupied. We are happy to report that we are at last close to a 
good solution.  
 
Trustees are in agreement with a proposal from Premises Committee to accept a request from East 
Sussex Council to allow them the use of two further spaces in addition to the one disabled space 
which is currently available for disabled visitors to the library. 
 
In return for allowing the use of the two spaces by the Traffic Warden team the council will agree to 
recognise the Meeting House carpark as an area to be monitored by the Traffic Wardens. As the 
team is moving into an office in the library this summer our car park could become one of the best 
monitored in Lewes! We shall have full control of the use of out own spaces as we will have free 
council approved parking permits for Quakers and other users of our building. The council will 
provide us with new signage and road markings, including a new disabled parking space next to our 
back garden gate, and double yellow lines along the wall on the library side of the car park.  
We should still have full control over own spaces and can make arrangements for temporary use of 
skips and building supplies should we need them during any development work. 
 
Some of the details are still being worked on but we are close to having an agreement which should 
greatly improve the situation both for Friends and hirers of our rooms.  
 
Various members of the Premises Committee have worked on this over many months. Chris Walker 
is currently taking the matter forward with the council on behalf of Premises Committee and SEAM 
Trustees. 
 
 


