
Harry Jones, 1924 – 2018 

Harry was a wonderful man, much loved by Lewes Quaker Meeting, and by many 
of the people who knew him.  

He was born in Preston, Lancashire. By the time he left school, World War II was 
at its height. He joined the Navy and served on aircraft carriers. After the war he 
went to Oxford University, where he cultivated his love of literature and classical 
music. 

After Oxford Harry worked in France where he became fluent in French. On 
returning to England, he began teaching. He married his first wife, Diana, in 
1952. Their son David was born in 1954 and daughter Kate in 1957. In time, 
Harry became headmaster of King’s House, a boy’s preparatory school in 
Richmond. There he began attending Quaker Meetings; worship with Friends 
became fundamental to him for the rest of his life. 

In 1972, the family moved to Spithurst, near Lewes. At this time, Harry wanted to 
teach disadvantaged children; after some retraining he taught at two special 
needs schools near Haywards Heath. For the last few years of his career, he 
taught French at Heathfield School.

Very soon after the move to Sussex, Harry’s marriage to Diana came to an end, 
but they remained friends until Diana died in 2012. 

Harry and Venetia were married in 1984 at Tunbridge Wells Quaker meeting and 
then moved to Lewes where they served as wardens of Lewes Meeting until 
1997. They were much loved and appreciated in this role. After completing their 
time as wardens they moved to Eastport Lane and stayed there until Venetia 
died in 2006. In 2011 Harry moved to Devon to be near his daughter Kate and 
her family. But because of his love of Lewes Meeting he maintained his 
membership there. Lewes Friends stayed in touch, and Harry greatly valued 
those contacts. In 2013 he moved into a care home; he was suffering from 
dementia. 

Harry was clear thinking, a good organiser, and had firm opinions.  He cared 
deeply about social justice, education and peace. He was a good listener, kind and 
generous and always looking out for those in need. He was an overseer for some 
years, was a prison visitor, and volunteered at the local hospice. He could often 
see the funny side of situations that had gone unnoticed by others. 

Harry’s love of literature and classical music, especially Beethoven, enriched his 
whole life and he passed on this love to many people. He introduced Poetry and 
Music evenings to Lewes Meeting, and they continue to this day. 

After leaving Lewes Meeting he went on to attend Okehampton and Barnstaple 
meetings for as long as possible. Harry’s contribution to the life of Lewes Meeting 
was greatly valued and he was much missed and fondly remembered in the years 
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after he left.

Wendy Jackson and Nancy Wall.
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