
Premises Update: 3 June 2018 

 
During May work continued on: 
 

 Repairs and redecoration of external walls and window frames 
 

 Investigation of the meeting room structural timbers and walls behind the wood-panelling. 
So far we have been pleased to hear that the steps taken last year to repair external walls and 
stop serious water-ingress appear to have been effective. The walls on the inside are now 
quite dry. We are hopeful that the restoration work in the meeting room itself will be 
relatively straightforward. There are still two areas, at the intersections between the meeting 
room and the porches at either end,  where technical advice is needed on the possible need to 
replace/strengthen upright timbers. 
 

 Investigation of damp and woodworm infestation in the library and gallery. We now know a 
lot about the problems and the extent of the damage but discussions are still needed on the 
best way forward. A joint meeting with the Conservation Officer, the architect working on 
development plans, Us and Hours and representatives of Premises Committee is planned.  
 

 The new shallow steps down from the central porch towards the children’s room rose to the 
top of the priority list when we realised that the old steeper steps were becoming a major 
problem for some Friends with mobility difficulties. These had not been budgetted for 
previously so meeting took the decision to appeal for funds to assist with the costs. The sum 
of £249 was raised during May. The steps are now in place and will be completed next week 
when a new handrail is in place. 

 
We are also investigating the possibility of grant funding for repairs. Sue Harvey has produced a 
useful research document and we shall be discussing this with Trustees at a meeting next week. 
 
Protective fencing has been used outside the meeting room as there is a need to protect the public 
from danger, and to allow work to continue unimpeded.  
 
Negotiations re the management of the parking spaces are still ongoing. 
 
The Meeting House has been quiet during half term as the maintenance team and our Resident 
Friends have been away on holiday. We expect work to resume on Monday 4th June.  
 
Chris and Lou are away for a further 10 days. Members of the Premises Committee and other local 
Friends are covering for them. Any urgent queries should go to Tessa Brown. 
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