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Welcome to the July  
newsletter.... 
Please let me know if you can think 
of ways in which I can improve 
the newsletter, or if I have missed 
anything out. My email address is 
wright.louisa@gmail.com. 

In July, Castle Circle will provide doorkeeping and 
tea and coffee on Sundays. In August, Wallands 
Circle will serve the meeting in this way. 

•••

Meeting for worship 

Every Sunday 10:30 – 11:30am, with children’s 
meeting also held at this time.

Mid-week meeting for worship Wednesdays 12:30 – 
1:00pm.

•••

Don’t forget! We have a box to collect food for 
local food banks just inside the meeting house door. 
Non food items such as toiletries are also welcome. 

•••

Diary dates
Sun 1 July: Meeting for worship for business, 12 
noon after meeting for worship, in the Children’s 
Room. Details from Nancy or John Thurley. We have  
just one agenda item to consider. Should we apply 
for planning permission to build the new extension 
to the meeting house?

Tues 3 July: Passage meditation – Please 
contact Ann Cullen for time and venue. All 
newcomers very welcome. 

July

1 July: Meeting for worship at All Saints; Children’s meeting here as usual. Tea and coffee after at the 
meeting house. Business meeting also at the meeting house. 

8, 15 July: Meeting for worship at All Saints; Children’s meeting here as usual. Tea and coffee after at 
the meeting house.

22, 29 July: Meeting for worship AND Children’s meeting at the Linklater Pavillion on the Railway Land. 
Tea and coffee also at Linklater. 

August

August 5th, 12th, 19th: Meeting for worship at All Saints; Children’s meeting here as usual. Tea and 
coffee after at the meeting house. 

August 26th: TBC. 

Midweek meeting will be held in the Children’s room from April until the meeting room re-opens in 
September.

Linklater Pavilion

Railway Lane, Lewes,  
BN7 2FG

All Saints

Friars Walk, Lewes, BN7 2LE

Linklater Pavilion is a 5 
minute walk from the 
meeting house, via Court Rd. 

There will be no newsletter in 
August! But the deadline for the 
September newsletter will be 
July 24th. Have a great summer! 



Wed 4 July: LOSRAS event: 
7.30pm at the Linklater Pavilion, 
Railway Lane, Lewes BN7 2FG

The 20th anniversary of 
Refugee Week to celebrate the 
‘contributions, creativity and 
resilience’ of refugees. Dr Jo 
Shawcross of Freedom from 
Torture will talk about her work 
with torture survivors, asylum 
seekers and refugees in the 
context of the current hostile 
environment.

This will be followed by a short 
story written by a refugee and 
then a social get together with 
refreshments.

Friday 7 July: Blue Idol 
concert. Part of the Shipley 
Festival and the Blue Idol William 
Penn Tercentenary Celebrations. 
The concert is titled “A Joyful 
Life” and the programme with the 
Bernardi Music Group will include: 
Teleman:G Major Triple Concerto 
for violin, flute and oboe d’amore 
and Handel: G Minor Concerto.

For tickets (£27.50 each) click on 
www.thecapitolhorsham.com or 
call 01403 750220.

Sunday 8 July – Area 
Meeting, Seaford, 13.00- 
16.00: a social day. Bring a 
picnic and enjoy the afternoon 
walk to the country park, highly 
recommended by the Ramblers, 
(or go up there in the funicular).

Tues 10 July: Mindfulness 
meditation – 6pm in the 
children’s room – details from 
Sam Ramsey. Please note new 
time for the summer. 

Wed 11 July: Gardening 
group in the meeting house 
garden. We meet 10.45-12.15 
on the second and fourth 
Wednesdays of each month until 
the autumn. Details from Peter 
Smith or Chris Walker. 

Friday 13 July: Reading 
Group. 7:30 – 9:30pm.The 
Group will meet to discuss 
booklet 2 in the New Economy 
series, in the Children’s Room. 
Let Christine or Nancy know if 

you don’t have a copy and we’ll 
either find you a copy or send 
you the electronic link.

Sun 15 July: Holding in the 
light 9:30 – 10:15am; details 
from Howard Harbert. This group 
meets on the third Sunday of 
each month. Please contact 
Howard for details about where 
this will be held. 

Tues 17 July: Passage 
meditation – Please contact Ann 
Cullen for time and venue. All 
newcomers very welcome. 

Tues 24 July: Mindfulness 
meditation – 6pm in the 
children’s room – details from 
Sam Ramsey. Please note new 
time for the summer. 

Wed 25 July: Gardening 
group in the meeting house 
garden. We meet 10.45-12.15 
on the second and fourth 
Wednesdays of each month until 
the autumn. Details from Peter 
Smith or Chris Walker.

Friday 27 July: Discussion 
Group at 7.30pm in the Childrens 
Room. The subject is ‘Welcoming 
people onto our community’ 
(membership and other helps/
hindrances). Contact John 
Ashcroft to receive an article 
which will be useful for the 
discussion. 

Sunday 28 July: Regional 
Meeting. Westmeston parish 
hall, on the road to Ditchling. 
The theme is Forgiveness. Coffee 
at 10:30, ending around 3:30. 
Lewes LM has been asked to 
help host this meeting and Nancy 
is still looking for Friends who 
help prepare the tea and coffee 
and biscuits and set out the 
shared lunch. She will provide 
transport from Lewes. Nancy has 
been given an interesting book 
on Forgiveness, which you can 
borrow – please ask if interested. 

Tues 31 July: Passage 
meditation – Please contact Ann 
Cullen for time and venue. All 
newcomers very welcome. 

Other news
Data protection

If you have not yet completed 
the data consent form, please 
do so ASAP and return it to 
quakerclerkslewes@gmail.com. 
Otherwise, sooner or later the 
Clerk will stop communicating 
with you.

•••

A local refugee family is in need 
of the following: Garden Tools - 
including a strimmer or mower 
and hand tools; furniture - sofa, 
armchairs, chest of drawers, 
wardrobe.

If you can help with any of these 
items, please contact Annie Ralph 
- anniefralph@gmail.com. 

••• 

Enthum House - a therapeutic 
centre for unaccompanied young 
asylum seekers, is nearly up 
and running and they have this 
request:

++ Can you help to furnish 
Enthum House? ++

Dear friends, we are opening in a 
few weeks time and are preparing 
the home for the young people 
arriving. Do you have any of these 
items you’d be happy to donate? 
If yes, please leave a message 
below. Thank you so much!

- Ping Pong Table

- Dinner plates/breakfast bowls/
drinking glasses/cutlery

- Oven dishes/mixing bowls 

- Big wall mirror 

- Garden bench/gardening tools

- Framed art prints/paintings

- BBQ/Firebowl

There is also an Amazon Wishlist 
with basic items we need to stock 
up on:  http://amzn.eu/9InJ6i2  

www.enthumfoundation.org

Please contact the Enthum 
Foundation directly -  
lilian@enthumfoundation.org

•••



Good Cause for July: Green 
Olive Trust

On 15 July after Meeting for 
Worship at the Meeting House 
there will be a fundraising lunch 
weather permitting stories for 
young and old with a slide show 
and a  craft stall. 

The Green Olive Trust is an 
initiative set up by a small group 
of Lewes Friends to support some 
Kenyan Friends who are working 
to help young people living 
in a rural area where poverty 
and disease are rife. Our main 
support is given to young people 
(many of whom are orphans or 
children of widows) who would 
have no chance of attending High 
School or University without our 
help. Primary school education is 
theoretically free although even 
there some children need help 
to purchase such essentials as 
shoes, jotters and pencils and 
even daily food. 

Tess Brown and I visited last 
month to get up to date with 
developments on the ground. We 
visited primary schools where we 
saw the conditions under which 
children are learning and then 
competing in national exams 
with children from much more 
privileged backgrounds (see 
photo below). 

We also went to several High 
School where there are students 
we currently support. (see photo 
opposite top). These are young 
people who have been identified 
by primary head teachers and our 
Green Olive colleagues in Kenya 
as most likely to benefit from 

the opportunity. And we had an 
inspirational day with current 
Universty students and a number 
of graduates who received 
our support in the past (photo 
above.)

The students are all committed to 
bringing back the benefits of their 
education to the community. The 
group shared stories. We heard 
of problems in the universities 
with lecturers’ strikes leading 
to postponement of final exams 
and inevitably a need for us to 
extend the rent and subsistence 
funding for them all by 3 months 

at least (less money for new 
students next year unless we can 
find more donors). The recent 
graduates told of the difficulty 
of getting into work. For most of 
them a stint of “voluntary work” 
with barely enough funding 
to cover their subsistence has 
been the story. But they come 
across as remarkably resilient 
and hopeful for the future. A 
graduate with a first class degree 
in statistics is hoping to go on 
to a Masters Degree, one of the 
girls is working in the office of the 
newly established Quaker Peace 



Initiatives, a small NGO based 
in Nairobi, another graduate in 
Agriculture is developing great 
ideas for a new enterprise using 
sustainable farming methods.

Oscar, now aged 34, the first 
student I sponsored back in 2005, 
is currently taking on the lion’s 
share of the Green Olive work 
locally. He is now Medical Officer 
of Health for a county in Northern 
Kenya but frequently returns 
home to support his family and 
engage with a whole range of 
local community initiatives. He 
has set up a small pharmacy, is 
planning a permanent eye clinic, 
and has a bookshop providing 
school essentials at very low or 
even no cost for those without 
the means to pay. 

We are very grateful to the 
Friends in Lewes who have 
already contributed to this good 
cause and we hope you will 
consider doing so again.  The 
work is sustained in particular by 
the growing body of supporters 
who give on a regular basis. 
Regular donations enable us to 
plan ahead but every little counts.

Bronwyn Harwood

Any of the other local trustees - 
Christine Habgood, Tess Brown, 
Bob Harwood – would also be 
welcome to talk to you about the 
work of Green Olive Trust.   

•••

Good news! 

Emily Wallis and her husband 
Lewis gave birth to baby Finley 
Oliver Wallis on Sunday 27th May, 
weighing 7lb 7oz. He was born 
at home in Wells, Somerset, and 
all are doing very well. (Chris and 
I visited them in June and he is 
gorgeous!)

•••

Churches Together in the Lewes 
Area (CTLA) are looking for an 
enthusiastic Organiser for the 
Christmas Day Party: could this 
be YOU?

For many years Churches 
Together have held a party on 
Christmas Day for people living 
in and around Lewes who would 
otherwise spend the day alone. 
It is a joyful event which attracts 
equal numbers of guests and 
willing helpers from local churches 
and the wider community. 

The organiser manages the 
guest list, coordinates the team 
of volunteers and ensures the 
smooth running of the day. It may 
sound like hard work but there 
are few things more rewarding 
than sharing fellowship around 
a festive meal table, singing 

well-loved carols or hearing 
appreciative comments from 
guests.

If you are interested in finding 
out more please contact Gretel 
Scott on 01273 473904 or email 
gretel.scott@btinternet.com

•••

Finding out about Quakers: 
Two events for newcomers

New to Quakers? Want to explore 
Quaker Worship?

• Wed 26 to Fri 28 September at 
Charney Manor, Oxfordshire.

• Fri 28 to Sun 30 September at 
Swarthmoor Hall, Ulverston.

One event for those worshippers 
thinking about membership:

Ever thought of joining the 
Quakers?

• Fri 26 to Sunday 28 October at 
Charney Manor, Oxfordshire.

To book contact Charney Manor, 
admin@charneymanor.com, 
01235 868206.

Lewes Meeting Contacts
Clerk: Nancy Wall

Assistant Clerk: John Thurley

Resident Friends: Chris Walker and Lou Wright 

SPRIG members: Helen Thomas, John Ashcroft, 
Anna Milner-Gulland, Bob Harwood, Mike Coote

Circle convenors: Brighton, convenor – Veryan 
Greenwood; Castle – Grace Blaker; Cliffe – Berta 
Busby; Needlemakers – David Martin; Prison Area 
– Patricia Cockrell, and Wallands – Bob Harwood. 

Treasurer: Jeffrey Matthews

Nominations: David Martin

Children’s Committee: Sue Hallett-Martin 
Safeguarding: Sue Hallett-Martin and Robert Marx 
Newsletter: Lou Wright

Website Editors: Liz Brooks & Lou Wright

Area Meeting Correspondence Clerk: Jean 
Farebrother

Upcoming area meet-
ing dates 2018
Saturday 8 September – 
Bexhill, 10.50-13.00: Working 
meeting

Sunday 14 October – 
Eastbourne, 13.00-16.00: 
Peace and disarmament

Saturday 10 November – 
Bexhill, 10.50-13.00: Working 
meeting



Visit of Hanningtone Mucherah May 2018
Hanningtone Mucherah was the Kenyan Quaker 
representative at Britain Yearly Meeting. He came to 
spend a few days in our home as he visited different 
meetings around the country. 

Hanningtone is currently  in paid employment with 
American Friends Service Committee. Prior to this 
he single-handedly set up a small NGO, Quaker 
Peace Initiative Kenya. He’s quite modest and quiet 
so I was piecing information together gradually but 
I developed a lot of respect for the way he lives his 
Quaker faith

Each election since 2007 has been marred by 
violence. QPI did a lot of monitoring of the election 
process in 2017. Each Kenyan Yearly Meeting 
was asked to offer volunteers; in total QPI was 
coordinating 3000 monitors. 

Hanningtone’s assessment 
is that the violence is 
the outcome of decades 
of political manipulation 
of ethnic tensions and 
longstanding grievances 
over land, corruption 
and inequality. Young 
people leaving school and 
university then finding 
themselves without 
employment and income 
are the most vulnerable to 
being used by politicians as 
mercenaries in politically-
motivated ethnic clashes. I 
was particularly interested 
in this assessment of 
Kenya’s problems as it 
chimes with much of the 
work of Green Olive Trust 
to enable young people 
in Kakamega district to 
access high school and 
university education. One 
of our biggest successes 
has been to encourage 
Green Olive students to 
form a mutually supportive 
group, considering together 
how they can use their 
education to benefit the 
whole community. A Green 
Olive student, Lavender, has 
been working in the office 
of Quaker Peace Initiative, 
and it may be that we can 
build on this link.

QPI is currently a tiny organisation but there are 
plans for the future, including mentorship and 
training in entrepreneurship for young people and 
setting up hostels where they can live and work. 
We hope that our friendship will continue so that 
we can support his work in Kenya and can benefit 
from his insights and expertise in our work with the 
charity Green Olive Trust.

Christine Habgood-Coote



New economy reading group
In recent years Quakers in Britain have made the 
commitment to find out more about our economic 
system and bow it could be transformed. Lewes 
Quakers have set up a group to read and reflect on 
the New economy series of booklets. We met on 8th 
June to consider “What’s the economy for?”

We were asked to think about what is important for 
wellbeing:

Many of these measures of wellbeing are not simply 
economic; they are dependent on consensus about 
what is important. Achieving our aims depends on:

• good laws

• taxation and the benefits system working for the 
good of all (e.g. working families tax credit)

• regulations such as building control and 
inspection

• organisations such as the media, charities, 
universities and banks being clear and 
transparent about their objectives and activities

• Modelling and leadership [maybe a particular 
role for Quakers ]

• Political education and engagement of the 
electorate

• International relationships and strengthening of 
international organisations

• being prepared to consider radical alternatives 
such as universal income

• building communities of like-mined people

• being prepared to open conversations and 
engage in dialogue

viewing economics as the servant  of the community

We finished with a reading from Rebecca Solnit:

“A doctor initially diagnoses, then treats; an activist 
or citizen must begin by describing what is wrong 
before acting. To do that well is to call things by 
their true names. Merely calling out these names 
is a beam of light […] After that, you still need to 
name your vision, your plan, your hope, your dream 
of something better.

Names matter; language matters; truth matters. 
In this era when the mainstream media serve 
obfuscation and evasion more than anything else 
(except distraction), alternative media, social media, 
demonstrations in the streets, and conversations 
between friends are the refuges of truth, the places 
where we can begin to rectify the names. So start 
talking.”

The reading group will meet approximately once a 
month. If you would like to join us, please contact 
myself or Nancy Wall.

Christine Habgood-Coote




