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Area Meeting Trustees, with Lewes Meeting Premises Committee, are arranging to have the 
Meeting House Car Park managed by East Sussex County Council.  
 
There are 10 spaces in all. For a number of years three bays  were allocated as disabled 
bays, principally for use by visitors to the library, this recently dropped down to one. The 
rest were in theory exclusively for the use of Friends and visitors to the meeting house. 
There have been frustrations over many years as we have been unable to regulate the use of 
the spaces and particularly since building work began on the houses there have been chaotic 
scenes with not only all the allocated spaces filled but also cars parked along the library wall 
making access difficult for all. 
 
In return for provision by the Quaker Meeting of two spaces for the parking service and one 
disabled parking bay for library users, ESCC will provide protection of our private parking 
area with a Traffic Regulation Order, they will provide signage and painting of designated 
parking bays, and the area will be regularly patrolled by parking attendants. The area will 
also be tidied up with defunct lighting and cables removed. 
 
The Quaker meeting retains ownership of the land on which all the parking spaces are 
located, and will have exclusive control over permits for the remaining 7 spaces – one 
disabled space, one for the Resident Friends and five others. This will give us considerably 
more control over the parking than we have had in recent years. 
 
The meeting will own permits for our seven spaces. We are free to choose how we allocate 
them and whether we charge for their use. However at least initially we envisage an internal 
no-charge scheme whereby Friends and others visiting the meeting house will be able to 
collect a permit on arrival. There will be sufficient permits for essential users (such as the 
clerk) to have one permanently in their car.  
 
There have been protracted negotiations to ensure that we continue to retain Quaker 
ownership and control of the land whilst agreeing to a traffic regulation order. The initial 
contract with ESCC is for five years (the minimum possible) but will be renewable. We 
have retained the right to take bays out of use temporarily or permanently as our needs 
change. For instance for temporary use for skips or storage of building materials or 
permanently when future development work involves a new exit from the first floor level 
into the car park. 
 
We think this scheme should remove a source of constant worry and irritation for Friends, 
especially for the resident Friends. The down-side will be that we shall all have to be 
vigilant to ensure we display a permit whenever we use the car park as will otherwise, just 
like the general public, find ourselves being issued with parking penalties!  

 



Lewes Meeting Car parking scheme 
 

 

 
The new scheme will provide: 
 
A new disabled bay nearest to the MH gate for the exclusive use of blue badge 
visitors to the Meeting House 

 
One space for exclusive use of the Resident Friends. 
 
Five spaces for use by Friends and visitors to the MH 

 
Two spaces allocated to the ESCC Parking Service 

 
One disabled bay nearest to the library ramp for any blue badge holder 
(intended for visitors to the library but can also be used by visitors to the MH) 

 
 
The above was prepared for Meeting for Worship for Business in September but 
didn’t reach the agenda. 
 
Update for 7 October 2018 

 
Alan Thompson, on behalf of Trustees and Lewes Meeting, has put in a great deal of 
work over the weeks to ensure an agreement which will suit the meeting. There is 
some minor tweaking of technical detail remaining now but we hope that will be 
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