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Welcome to the September newsletter.... 
I hope you have all had a lovely summer. Please let me know if you can think of ways in which I can 
improve the newsletter, or if I have missed anything out. My email address is wright.louisa@gmail.com. The 
deadline for the October newsletter is Mon 24th September, so please send me any items by then. 

In September, Wallands Circle will provide 
doorkeeping and tea and coffee on Sundays. In 
October Prison Circle will serve the meeting.

•••

Meeting for worship 

Every Sunday 10:30 – 11:30am, with children’s 
meeting also held at this time.

Mid-week meeting for worship: Wednesdays 12:30 
– 1:00pm in the Children’s room.

•••

Diary dates
Sun 2 September: Meeting for Worship for 
Church Affairs at about 12.15, in the Children’s 
Room. Agenda items include: Appointment of 
representatives to Area Meeting Working Group, 
Nominations, Car Parking, Financial report – half-
yearly accounts, Evy Westbrook’s legacy. 

Tues 4 September: Mindfulness meditation 
– 6pm in the children’s room – details from Sam 
Ramsey. 

As the building work in the meeting room is still yet to be completed, we will continue to hold our 
Sunday meeting for worship elsewhere. Please see below...

2 September: Meeting for worship at All Saints large hall; Children’s meeting in the children’s room. 
Tea and coffee afterwards in the children’s room.

9 September: Meeting for worship at All Saints small hall; Children’s meeting in the children’s room. 
Tea and coffee afterwards in the children’s room.

16 September: Meeting for worship and Children’s meeting at the Linklater Pavilion. Tea and coffee 
also at the Linklater. 

23 and 30 September: Meeting for worship at All Saints large hall; Children’s meeting in the 
children’s room. Tea and coffee afterwards in the children’s room.

7, 14 and 21 October: Meeting for worship at All Saints large hall; Children’s meeting in the children’s 
room. Tea and coffee afterwards in the children’s room.

All Saints

Friars Walk, Lewes, BN7 2LE

Linklater Pavilion

Railway Lane, Lewes,  
BN7 2FG

Linklater Pavilion is a 5 
minute walk from the 
meeting house, via Court Rd. 

Quaker faith & practice 22:04
Throughout life, rejoice in every aspect of friendship. Blessed indeed are those who enjoy a rich diversity 
of friends and who participate in many varying relationships. We all have the capacity of being sons and 
daughters, sisters and brothers, uncles and aunts, wives and husbands, metaphorically if not through blood-
relationships. As well we are all both teachers and learners, both thinkers and workers, both employees 
and employers, nurses, parents and neighbours. We are most fortunate in being friends and lovers. True 
friendships grow in depth, understanding and mutual respect, as friends value ‘that of God’ in one another. 
Elizabeth Seale Carnall, 1981



Saturday 8 September: Area 
Meeting (Working Group) at 
Bexhill, starting at 10.50.

Saturday 8 September: at 
Friends House, London Quakers 
are holding an event to consider 
the issue “Unconscious Bias” 
- a response to the concern 
expressed by YMG in 2017. 
Everyone is welcome. Register 
at Eventbrite (http://bit.ly/
LQUnBias). Donations requested, 
£0-15. Free childcare.

Saturday 8 September: On 
Saturday 8 September we are 
taking part in the annual Ride 
and Stride event which supports 
Sussex Churches (and Meeting 
Houses). We will get a few 
visitors, on foot, bike, wheelchair 
and horseback, who will need 
to be welcomed and registered. 
Can you help? If you can spare 
an hour or two on Saturday 
please let the Clerks know 
(quakerclerkslewes@gmail.com).

Sat 8 September: Arts and 
Crafts in the Garden at The 
Blue Idol Quaker Meeting. 11am-
4pm. Details at http://www.
blueidol.org/calendar.html. 

Tues 11 September: Passage 
meditation – Please contact Ann 
Cullen for time and venue. All 
newcomers very welcome. 

Wed 12 September: 
Gardening group in the 
meeting house garden. We 
meet 10.45-12.15 on the second 
and fourth Wednesdays of each 
month until the autumn. Details 
from Peter Smith or Chris Walker. 

Sun 16 September: Holding 
in the light 9:30 – 10:15am; 
details from Howard Harbert. This 
group meets on the third Sunday 
of each month. Please contact 
Howard for details about where 
this will be held. 

Monday 17 September: A 
Loving Response to Climate 
Change. Brighton Friends invite 
us to an informal meeting at 4pm 
to meet visiting Quakers Ruth 
Wilde and Peterson Toscano. 

Peterson is leading a public 
presentation and conversation 
later on that day entitled “Beyond 
Polar Bears and Lightbulbs: A 
Loving Response to Climate 
Change”. If you are interested we 
can forward the email invitation 
to you. Brighton Friends would 
like to know in advance how 
many are coming.

Tues 18 September: Passage 
meditation – Please contact Ann 
Cullen for time and venue. All 
newcomers very welcome. 

Tues 25 September: Passage 
meditation – Please contact Ann 
Cullen for time and venue. All 
newcomers very welcome.

Wed 26 September: 
Gardening group in the 
meeting house garden. We 
meet 10.45-12.15 on the second 
and fourth Wednesdays of each 
month until the autumn. Details 
from Peter Smith or Chris Walker.

Friday 28: Discussion Group. 
7.30pm at the meeting house. 
We will be digging into the really 
excellent recent publication, 
God, Words and Us. You are all 
encouraged to get and read the 
book but I intend to circulate 
some of the readings to help 
provoke a lively discussion. 
Details from John Ashcroft. 

Looking ahead
Quaker week 2018 is 
Saturday 29 September to 
October 7th. 

If you’re in London...

Sara Barnard in conversation for 
Quaker Week

2 October at the Quaker Centre 
Bookshop from 6.30pm where 
author Sara Barnard will talk 
about how her Quaker faith 
inspires her work. Leaflets for this 
event are enclosed for London 
Quaker meetings. For more 
information or for those outside 
London, please visit https://
quaker-week18.eventbrite.co.uk.

***

BYM Sustainability 
Gathering: Bridging the gap – 
hope and action

19–21 October 2018, The Hayes 
Conference Centre, Derbyshire

Despite the extreme weather 
and bleak reports about climate 
change, there is still hope for 
the future. One of the best ways 
to experience and act on it is 
through joining with others in our 
community.

Deadline for bookings is 7 
September. To book, visit www.
quaker.org.uk/events

***

3 November 2018: Quaker 
Activist Gathering 2018. 
10am-4.30pm, Lancaster Quaker 
Meeting House

An action-focused day for 
Quakers who identify as activists, 
framed in worship. It will be a 
day to build common cause, 
explore the Quaker aspect of our 
actions, and discover how we can 
work more effectively.

Meet other Quakers, learn how 
Quaker Peace & Social Witness 
staff can support your activism, 
and develop your skills.

Book here: www.bit.ly/
QuakerActivistGathering2018 Ben 
Foley, benf@quaker.org.uk, 020 
7663 1056

***

18-20 January: Answering 
that of God in everyone: 
A diversity and inclusion 
national gathering at 
Woodbrooke. 

A diverse and inclusive 
community where all are 
welcomed has been an ever 
present aspiration for Quakers. 
This conference aims to equip 
Friends to make it a reality, 
offering keynote speeches, 
workshops, opportunities for 
informal discussion and all-
age worship, all as discreet 
standalone sessions. We will 
explore diversity in a variety 



of forms, including race and 
ethnicity, class, age, sexuality and 
gender, in an intersectional way. 
Prepare to be challenged and 
inspired.

Contact edwinap@quaker.org.uk, 
0207 663 1148.

***

Other news
Data protection

If you have not yet completed 
the data consent form, please 
do so ASAP and return it to 
quakerclerkslewes@gmail.com. 
Otherwise, sooner or later the 
Clerk will stop communicating 
with you.

***

A quick update on building 
work at the meeting house:

The work on the front of the 
Meeting House should be 
completed by the end of August. 
The lettering above the meeting 
room door has been reinstated 
and the remaining tasks are 
completion of the restoration 
of the second main meeting 
room window and a small porch 
window, minor repairs and 
redecoration of the two entrance 
doors.

The application for Listed Building 
Consent for investigation of rot 
and infestation in the meeting 
room and library and gallery and 
of unstable timbers in the library 
and gallery, was submitted by Jo 
Saady of Ecotecture in July and is 
currently out for public comment. 
Expect a delay of up to 8 weeks 
before permission is granted.

***

Good Cause for September: 
Friends of Hlekweni 
(Zimbabwe)

Friends of Hlekweni is the UK-
based charity whose purpose is 
to support education and peace-
building work  in Zimbabwe, 
principally in the areas around 
Bulawayo and, more widely, in 

Matabeleland. Friends of Hlekweni 
also aims to help (in small ways) 
those suffering from hardship, 
especially young people.

Friends of Hlekweni was originally 
set up to support the work of 
the Quaker-run Friends Rural 
Training Centre at Hlekweni, near 
Bulawayo which, from 1967-2014, 
provided post-school training 
in vital occupational skills such 
as agriculture, building, early 
years education, and sewing, 
underpinned by Quaker values of 
equality, sustainability and peace. 
Through the generosity of many 
people, hundreds of trainees were 
helped.

Friends of Hlekweni has 
supported Samathonga 
Primary School for many years, 
particularly through a feeding 
scheme (now including breakfast 
as well as lunch), books and 
equipment.

Current objectives include:

• helping a wider range of 
schools improve the quality 
of the education they provide 
to all students through 
improved provision including 
better books, equipment and 
buildings;

• supporting individual students 
who otherwise cannot afford 
to pay education fees, 
including many orphans 
and some able secondary 
students;

• encouraging and training 
teachers to offer their pupils 
training in peace-building 
techniques and the non-
violent resolution of conflict,

• supporting school-based 
feeding schemes which 
are known to incentivise 
attendance and improve 
educational outcomes for their 
recipients,

• the relief of hardship in 
selected cases.

There is much to concern us in 
Zimbabwe these days, and this 

work, now run by Zimbabeans, 
needs our support both spiritually 
and financially.  Please give 
generously.

Caroline Pybus on behalf of Cliffe 
Circle.

***

Carrie is our local support worker 
in the Vibrancy in Meetings 
Programme. She has written to 
the Clerks:

“I wondered if it would be useful 
for Friends with a ministry or 
leading of some form to get 
together for a spot of lunch and 
fellowship. There’s nothing I’m 
trying to get people to sign up for. 
I think this would last about 1-2 
hours, but really it depends on 
you.

I’m thinking of it as a space 
to get together with fellow 
travellers on the way, sharing 
thoughts, inspiration, probably a 
little silence and definitely food. 
I’m looking at Wednesday 17th 
October initially and once I know 
who is interested and where 
we’ll be coming from I’ll ask 
nearby Friends if we can use their 
meeting house.”

If this speaks to you, please email 
quakerclerkslewes@gmail.com) 
and we will put you in touch with 
Carrie.

***

“Friends, meet together and 
know one another in that which is 
eternal…” George Fox, Qf&p 2:35

Is anyone interested in Friendly 
Bible Study?  Our group of five 
Lewes Quakers has met regularly 
for over two years. Amongst 
the group we have variable 
knowledge of the Bible as well 
as different approaches to it, 
which makes our meetings both 
inspiring, sometimes challenging 
and often leaves us in laughter. 
However, above all, this Quaker-
friendly method has enabled us 
to begin to get to “…know one 
another in that which is eternal…”.  

We tackle each short passage 



through written answers to five 
questions:  What is the author’s 
main point in this passage? Is 
it true to my experience? What 
problems do I have with it? What 
new light do I find in it today? 
What are the implications for my 
life?

If anyone is interested in sharing 
their responses to bible passages, 
through these questions and 
worship sharing, please talk to 
one of us:  Caroline Pybus, Bob 
Harwood, Ann Cullen, Jenni 
Williams or Kim Ashcroft. We 
have just finished John’s gospel 
and are about to start Luke, so if 
one or two people are interested 
you could possibly join us, or if 
several people are interested we 
could help you start up a new 
group.

***

Faith in seniors conference

(resourcing the local church for 
ministry with older people)

All Saints, Crowborough 29th 
September.

How many of the older people in 
your church locality have no one 
to speak to on a daily basis? How 
many will ‘eat alone’ throughout 
the coming week?

If the loneliness and isolation of 
older people in our country is 
something that concerns you, this 
conference could help you learn 
more about what churches are 
doing to address this in their own 
situations.

There is no ‘one answer’, so come 
and discover the variety of ideas 
Christians are already using to 
challenge the impact of loneliness 
in their area.  If you are already 
doing your ‘own thing’, come 
along and share your ideas with 
others or find more ideas that 
can, and do, work.

Through talks and workshops - 
and looking again at what the 
Bible tells us about God’s view 
of old age - this conference will 
encourage thought, prayer and 
ideas.

To book, go to: www.ticketsource.
co.uk/faithinseniors

***

Forthcoming LOSRAS events

• Before the 30 September 
deadline, please sign 
and publicise our on-
line petition asking East 
Sussex to accommodate 10 
unaccompanied children per 
year for 10 years, https://
democracy.eastsussex.gov.uk/
mgEPetitionDisplay. 

• 14 – 23 September: A Mile 
in My Shoes – audio stories 
including refugees, produced 
by the Empathy Museum at 
the Attenborough Centre, 
Sussex University. For opening 
times and details, see https://
www.attenboroughcentre.
com/events/2002/empathy-
museum/. 

***

End Hunger UK Petition and 
Information

End Hunger week will be 13–20 
October 2018. As part of it there 
is a petition calling on the Prime 
Minister to fix Universal Credit, 
so as to prevent people going 
hungry in this country. Individual 
Quakers are asked to sign the 
petition. There are further action 
ideas and sources of information 
provided. Ben Foley, benf@
quaker.org.uk, 020 7663 1056

***

Pilgrimage in 1652 Country: 
19–22 October, Yealand, 
Lancaster

The Quaker Pilgrimage for 12- 
to 15-year-olds provides an 
opportunity for young Quakers 
to follow in the footsteps of 
George Fox and other early 
Quakers alongside their peers. 
We will be visiting sites such 
as Pendle Hill, Firbank Fell, and 
Swarthmoor Hall. There will also 
be time for worship, games, 
activities and reflection on the 
day’s experiences. For more 
information: cypadmin@quaker.
org.uk, 020 7663 1013.

Lewes Meeting Contacts
Clerk: Nancy Wall

Assistant Clerk: John Thurley

Resident Friends: Chris Walker and Lou Wright 

SPRIG members: Helen Thomas, John Ashcroft, 
Anna Milner-Gulland, Bob Harwood, Mike Coote

Circle convenors: Brighton, convenor – Veryan 
Greenwood; Castle – Grace Blaker; Cliffe – Berta 
Busby; Needlemakers – David Martin; Prison Area 
– Patricia Cockrell, and Wallands – Bob Harwood. 

Treasurer: Jeffrey Matthews

Nominations: David Martin

Children’s Committee: Sue Hallett-Martin 
Safeguarding: Sue Hallett-Martin and Robert Marx 
Newsletter: Lou Wright

Website Editors: Liz Brooks & Lou Wright

Area Meeting Correspondence Clerk: Jean 
Farebrother

Upcoming area meet-
ing dates 2018
Sunday 14 October – 
Eastbourne, 13.00-16.00: 
Peace and disarmament

Saturday 10 November – 
Bexhill, 10.50-13.00: Working 
meeting




