
Lewes Meeting for Worship for Church Affairs
7 October 2018 at 12:15 in the Children’s Room

MINUTES

41.18. Opening Worship

During our opening worship QF&P 26.40 was read.

42.18. Assistant Clerk

We appoint John Ashcroft to be assistant clerk for this meeting.

43.18. Lewes Meeting Car parking scheme

We have heard a report (attached to these Minutes) from Premises Committee, 
covering the progress on the use of our car parking spaces.

The use and abuse of our parking spaces has been a problem for a number of years. 
We are pleased to see that a workable solution that will give us some guaranteed 
parking spaces and control generally over the parking at the back of the meeting 
house is close to fruition.

We hope that Trustees will proceed with the contract with East Sussex County 
Council subject to minor technical details.

We thank Premises Committee and Trustees for their hard work sorting out this 
difficult problem.

44.18. Proposed new name for SPRIG

Minute 1 of the SPRIG meeting on 6 September reads:

Following Minute 21.18 of Meeting for Worship for Church Affairs (MfWfCA) on 29th 
April 2018, the group currently known as Spiritual and Pastoral Resource and 
Information Group (SPRIG) were asked to suggest alternative names for SPRIG. 
SPRIG bring forward the name ‘Eldership and Oversight Resource Group’ as an 
alternative to the current name for consideration at a future MfWfCA.

We thank the group formerly known as SPRIG for their careful consideration of this 
matter and agree the name change to Eldership and Oversight Resource Group.

45.18. Proposed arrangements for property and finance

We have received a report (attached to these Minutes) from a meeting on 2 October of
a joint group representing Premises Committee, the Development Group, the 
Treasurer, the Fundraising Group and local Trustees on the future organisation of the 
maintenance, restoration and development of the Meeting House.

The increased volume of building work due to proposed repairs, renovation and 
redevelopment together with the need to fundraise to pay for it all, means that it is 
necessary to expand the numbers of Friends involved and to bring those Friends into a
workable collaboration to avoid duplication or missing tasks.
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We agree that:

• the current Premises Committee and Development Group should continue to 
operate until 31 December 2018; 

• a new Property and Finance Committee should be created wef 1 January 2019;

• this new Committee shall be supported by five groups as recommended in the 
report, together with a central group responsible for communications within 
and outside the Meeting.

We ask Nominations Committee to bring forward the names of those who may be 
appointed to serve on this committee and its groups from 1 January 2019.

46.18. Evy Westbrook’s legacy

[This follows minute 39.18 of Meeting for Church Affairs of 2 September].

We have received a generous gift of £15,000 from the estate of our Friend Evy 
Westbrook. We agree to transfer this money into the Mabel Pratt Fund and ask Friends
on the property and finance committee to consider using this legacy to improve the 
accessibility and environmental sustainability of the Meeting House and / or to 
upgrade the hearing loop.

We agree to change the name of the Mabel Pratt Fund to the Lewes Meeting 
Development Fund and ask Trustees to action this.

47.18. New collection box

Our Treasurer, Jeff Matthews, has shown us a new metal collection box to replace the 
existing wooden collection boxes in the Meeting House. It will be used for Lewes 
Quaker donations, Special Collections will continue to be collected separately.

We ask Jeff to install the box in the corridor room.

48.18. Representatives to Area Meeting

We appoint John Thurley as our representative to Area Meeting in Eastbourne on 
Sunday 14 October. We ask him to report back to this meeting on 21 October.

John Thurley, Clerk
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