
Development Group Report for MfWfCA, January 6th 2019 
 

We received a lot of feedback from F/friends on the draft plans published in 
August 2018. Our architect, Ecotecture, has now provided us with a new set 
of plans which are attached. This email highlights changes made in response 
to our concerns. We hope that this will inform our meeting for church affairs 
on 6 January.  

(We appreciate that not all will be able to read (or even receive) the attached 
PDF file. Please ask the Development Group members for a paper copy in 
this case.) 

Accessibility 
Ground floor. The proposal provides level or gently sloped access to the 
Meeting Room, Children’s Room, all toilets, the kitchen and the office/small 
meeting room. 
First Floor. We are only able to propose level access to some of the first floor 
rooms. These rooms will at least include a wet room with shower and WC, 
accessible by a wheelchair. The plans show a provision for a wheelchair lift 
from the car park level to the new entrance. There is however a steep step 
down into the remainder of the first floor and there is no room for ramps or 
lifts. (This is where the 1970’s extension joins the Victorian Warden’s 
Cottage.) 

Fire safety 
All doors into the rear corridor will be fire-rated, with an addition of a smoke 
alarm system. Emergency exit from the Meeting Room and Children’s Room 
will also be available for all, via doors at the front of the building. 

Layout of first floor 
The architects have included 6 possible variations of the layout of the first 
floor. Page 5 of the plans shows a set of drawings of possible configurations. 

Rear access to the first floor 
Friends observed that often there are groups of young people gathering 
outside the library at night, making it very noisy, and it wouldn’t be very nice to 
enter the flat via the car park during this time. The steps down into the car 
park and the two deep windows set into the car park wall are also a concern. 

The architect has noted our concerns. Potentially that area will change 
considerably once Styles Field is occupied, but design of development 
includes ‘Secure By Design’ features such as additional lighting, planting, and 
garden  furniture. The car park facing windows are at a high level. 

Main site entrance 
The revised plans include a gate set back from the pavement to allow a wider 
turning circle into the our garden as well as relocating a dropped kerb for 
wheelchair access. The set back design of the gate, incorporating louvred 
metal uprights, will also improve the privacy and safety of the children’s play 
area. 



Ecological sustainability 
Page 12 (Materials & Systems) of the new document has a large section on 
the use of sustainable and local materials plus proposals on heating, lighting 
and insulation. Unfortunately options for large scale changes to our heating 
system are limited by the site and the need to respect the heritage of the 
building but the plans include an air source heat exchanger to provide 
underfloor heating. Rainwater drainage off the new development will be piped 
into water butts located along the back wall, i.e. near the (present) back gate. 
It will be possible to provide an electric vehicle charging point in the car park. 

Small front room under the gallery 
This has now been designated as a small meeting room rather than storage, 
with a door through to the rear for access to toilets so that it has the flexibility 
to be used as a small office or let out as a small therapy room. 

Natural light in the new corridor 
The size of the roof lights meet current design standards. The architects are 
considering the detail of the roof lights and and, in particular, access to them 
for cleaning and maintenance. 

Garden 
Broader landscaping needs and possibilities are not covered by the proposed 
plans, but the Development Group recognise that the Meeting will want to 
take the opportunity, as the new development comes to completion, to change 
the layout of the garden, location of bins etc. 

Abi Petit, Helen Thomas & John Thurley 
Meeting House Development Group 
December 2018 

 


