
Lewes Open Door's winter night shelter project: recent news 

Many members will have read news about this in the January newsletter or 
maybe heard something in notices. We have now received further information 
from Emily Blake-Dyke.     

Lewes Open Door are hoping to trial the night shelter in February, from the 1st 
to the 28th. Different churches are offering to host the shelter: Saturday at Christ 
Church, Sunday at Kings, Monday possibly at Westgate chapel and Tuesday and 
Wednesday at Southover church. They will have five guests, all of whom will 
have to register and be vetted by the council and then will book in per night. It 
will not be a drop in centre. 

They are desperately looking for volunteers; there will be two teams. The night 
shift, from 7.30pm till 8am, three per night, will be on a rotating watch system, so 
that there are two volunteers awake at all times. The second team will be the 
pack up crew. They will arrive at the venue at about 7.45am to help pack up the 
equipment and to clean the kitchen and toilets and to hover. They will then drive 
the equipment to the next venue and drop off between 9 and 10am. 

They also need one more admin volunteer to run the supplies and equipment. 

All volunteers will be trained. Training will be in the first two weeks in January. 
Volunteers who can commit to this need to have signed up by 6th January, so 
that they can be sure that they have enough volunteers to run the trial. 

You can find out more by looking at the Lewes Open Door Facebook page, 
or www.lewesopendoor.wordpress.com or phone 07806777106 to speak to 
David Griffiths, who is dealing with the volunteer sign up. 

There are many reasons why we should not attempt to host this project in our 
own Meeting House but as help is so urgently needed it is important for us to 
look at the possibilities. 
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