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“I believe in a God that restores and liberates — not a force that comes from
outside and fixes everything with power and authority.  It is instead a creative

power that continuously breaks forward into the light, where we least of all
expect it.”

Gunvor Norrgrann, Swedish-speaking Finnish Friend 1980

Meeting for worship
Every Sunday 10:30 – 11:30 am, with children’s

meeting also held at this time.

Evening meeting 6.30 – 7pm

Mid-week meeting for worship: Wednesdays
12:30– 1:00 pm in the Children’s room.



In October, Neville-Winterbourne Circle will
provide door keeping and tea & coffee on Sundays.

Diary Dates October...
Tuesday 1st Passage meditation 7pm at Lewes 
Friends Meeting House in the Meeting Room, with Paul 
Bazely

Wednesday 2nd Wellbeing Support Group 10am for 
10.15 start, ending at 11.45 in the Meeting Room, 
Lewes Meeting House; a welcoming, confidential space 
to get support for personal worries and concerns, 
facilitated by Camilla Pennant and Veryan Greenwood.

Friday 4th The Quilting Group will meet in the 
Children's Room from 1.30-4.00pm. Enquiries to: 
mcintosh115@gmail.com 

Sunday 6st Meeting for Worship for Church Affairs 
at 12 noon, Lewes Meeting House

Sunday 6th 2.30-4.30pm Lewes Passion Play 2020 –
Be Part of It Are you interested in costume design or 
making? Technically minded? Want to help backstage? 
Find out more at Christ Church, Prince Edwards Road, 
Lewes BN7 1BL 

Sunday 6th Celebrate Quaker Week this year at the
Blue Idol Meeting for Worship 10.15 for 10.30am 
start, followed by a shared lunch (12.15pm) and 
workshop (1.30pm). 

Tuesday 8th Mindfulness meditation 6pm at Lewes 
Friends Meeting House, in the children's room with
Sam Ramsey

Sunday 13th Sussex East Area Meeting 13.30pm at 
Tilling Green Community Centre, Rye including a short 
study session on Challenging Militarism.

Monday 14th October Lewes History Group 7 for 
7.30pm Kings Church, Brooks Road:  Joanna Hodgkin on
‘The Godlees of Bear Yard’ – see page 2 for Quaker link.

Tuesday 15th Passage Meditation 7pm at Lewes 
Friends Meeting House, in the Meeting Room with 
Paul Bazely

Wednesday 16th Think Tank 7.30-9pm at Christ 
Church, Andrew Wingate on Inter-faith 
Understanding

Friday 18th Poetry and Music 7.30pm in the 
children's room. For further information contact 
Roger Cockrell, 01273 474884

Sunday 20th Healing through Prayer 9.30am at 1 
Foundry Cottages.

Sunday 20th Lewes Passion Play 2020 – Be Part of 
It 2.30-4.30pm at Christ Church, Prince Edwards 
Road, Lewes BN7 1BL Script Reading Sessions – 
Read a role or two, or just come and listen.

Tuesday 22nd Mindfulness meditation 6pm at 
Lewes Friends Meeting House in the children's 
room, with Sam Ramsey
Thursday 24th Churches Together AGM 7 for 
7.30pm at the Eastgate Baptist main hall. It is 
hoped that there will be a speaker on Mental 
Health and Wellbeing. All welcome.

Tuesday 29th Passage meditation 7pm at Lewes 
Friends Meeting House in the Meeting Room, with Paul 
Bazely

mailto:mcintosh115@gmail.com


Dates for the Diary…


Thoughts from Elin Wägner,
Swedish Friend and author, 1882-1949

I have written and said, innumerable times, that 
Quakers maintain that God dwells in each person. 
A long time ago it suddenly occurred to me that, in 
that case, he also dwells in me.  But now I knew 
what I had done with him.  Tied his hands and feet, 
put him on a starvation diet, refused to speak to 
the prisoner while simultaneously throwing—into 
the universe of Eddington, Lundmark and Jean—a 
cry of desperation and doubt to some strangely 
distant and apathetic God.  But now he had 
become free, made himself free or perhaps I had 
set him free.  And then the poor gagged God was 
able to answer. 

Original Swedish words are available from Grace Blaker 

Lewes History Society
Monday 14th October

The Godlees of Bear Yard in the Cliffe were a Quaker 
family of merchants and bankers, remarkable for the 
wealth of archival material they left behind. They and 
their Rickman relatives wrote copiously - letters, 
journals and poems – so they have left us a unique 
window into their world. Fascinating glimpses of 
everyday life are interspersed with disaster and 
celebration, heartache and triumph. During the 1820s 
John Godlee’s business teetered on the brink of 
collapse, forcing his children, Mary Ann and Sarah, 
Burwood and Rickman, to shoulder the responsibility 
for the family. The Godlees and the Rickmans were 
members of the Religious Society of Friends, but very 
different from the stereotypical image of the early 
nineteenth century Quaker. 



No Need to Shout!

Following David Hitchin’s piece in the August 
Newsletter: ‘Our Friend is not heard!’ we still need 
to do some work, as Caroline Pypus writes:

We have spent a lot of money on the new loop 
system for the benefit of those like me who can't 
hear so well.  However it doesn't work unless 
Friends who wish to give vocal ministry speak up.  
This doesn’t mean shouting.  It means learning a 
very simple way of projecting one's voice.  
Wherever one is standing to speak, it is best to 
focus oneself towards the person furthest away, 
keep your head up, and try to speak to them in a 
way they can hear you.

I know from my own experience that it isn't 
particularly easy to articulate what one feels the 
Spirit is urging one to say. I find it helpful to think 
before I stand up about how I might say my piece, 
and how it might be understood by those listening. 
Of course that is only one way of doing it!

On Sunday (8th September), when there was a lot 
of vocal ministry, was a nightmare for me.  I only 
heard one Friend clearly.  She was as far away as 
possible from where I was sitting, but she knows 
how to project her voice and certainly was not 
shouting.

There are many forms of disability and sadly we all 
often fail to acknowledge the hidden ones.           
                                                                                                          p2

Homelink
20th Anniversary Gala
at Glyndebourne Opera House
Marking 20 years of helping homeless people
into housing

A unique celebration of Sussex talent
including classical greats, upcoming young 
performers, community choirs and 
established names from stage and screen - 
from a world-class soprano to award-winning 
street dance SUPPORTED BY HOMELINK 
AMBASSADORS & SPECIAL GUESTS
Katie Derham, Steve Coogan and
Man Booker prize winner Anna Burns.

Sunday 17th November at 3pm
Tickets priced from £30 to £70
Book at glyndebourne.com
Smart Casual Dress Code 
Follow us on Instagram or 
Twitter@HomelinkSussex,
or Facebook@Homelink for Gala updates
& news on special guests #homes4homeless

To find out more about our work or make a 
donation, please visit our website at
www.leweshomelink.org.uk

http://www.leweshomelink.org.uk/
http://glyndebourne.com/


Lewes Speakers Festival
Kim Ashcroft

At the Lewes Speakers Festival in July, Richard Harries 
(retired Bishop of Oxford and regular Thought for the 
Day contributor) spoke about his new book: Haunted by
Christ. 

In the book, he discusses the 
religious struggles of writers 
and poets ranging from 
Dostoyevsky and T S Elliot to 
Philip Pulman, Stevie Smith 
and Marilyn Robinson – all of 
whom were or are ‘haunted by
Christ’ in some way.  I found 
this a fascinating insight into 
authors and poets some 
known, some unknown to me. 

This is one of my favourite discoveries in the book:

But the silence in the mind
by R S Thomas

But the silence in the mind
is when we live best, within

listening distance of the silence
we call God. This is the deep
calling to deep of the psalm-

writer, the bottomless ocean.
We launch the armada of

our thoughts on, never arriving.

It is a presence, then,
whose margins are our margins;

that calls us out over our
own fathoms. What to do
but draw a little nearer to

such ubiquity by remaining still?

Lewes Meeting Resident Friends
On Sunday 22nd September we enjoyed a shared lunch to say goodbye
and thank you to our lovely friends Chris, Lou and Rosa who have been
living in the Meeting House and working as volunteers for almost three
years. They have now moved to Leicester to be nearer their family. We
shall miss them enormously and are so grateful for the many ways they
contributed to the life of Lewes Meeting. They also built up a strong
friendship with the local community and will take with them we hope,
happy memories of their favourite places in Lewes. Chris and Lou gave
the Meeting a framed photograph of flowers from the Meeting House
garden, which Chris has lovingly tended, and wildflower seeds for the
lawn, along with instruction for re-wilding! 

We presented Chris and Lou with a card containing our good wishes, a
small gift for their new home, a contribution towards their move and a
storybook of Aesop’s fables for Rosa.  Tessa and Helen are also in the
process of compiling a memory scrapbook of photographs and messages
for Rosa. We very much hope they will return to visit us as often as
possible. 

Friends will be interviewing new applicants for the role of Resident Friend Volunteers in the next few weeks and we 
hope that they will be in place as soon as possible.  In the meantime Anne-Marie will take on much of the 
supervision of the Meeting House during the week and Drew will be covering the lettings and invoicing.  They will 
both be supported by the Resident Friends & Maintenance Group.  Mick and Kathy will be organising and overseeing
the redecoration of the flat.  Other members of the Meeting have offered help to check that all is secure and we 
hope that this will ensure that things will run smoothly.  If Friends have any concerns please would they contact 
Anna Milner-Gulland.

We feel blessed to have shared our Meeting with such wonderful Resident Friends and look forward to welcoming 
their successors.                                                                                                                                                                              
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Visiting Emmaus
Veryan Greenwood

Photo taken during Friends from Cliffe and Brighton Circles' recent visit to Emmaus
in Portslade Old Village.

Friends were shown round the site and saw the facilities and accommodation provided for the 53 
'Companions' who live and work at Emmaus, a former convent.  Each companion works a 40 hour week in 
the second-hand store complex, some as drivers and kitchen staff.  All were homeless prior to their referral
to the project, and all have their own unique address at Emmaus, allowing them to receive post, benefits 
and apply for jobs.

We were able to hand over monies gained from our Sunday collections in August.....a total of £205.00. 
Verbal and written thanks were heartfelt.

After our tour, we sat together in their cafe, and enjoyed a light lunch.

Emmaus is open from Tuesdays to Saturday's.  It is one of many in the UK and France, having been initially 
set up by Abbe Pierre in Paris in1947 to help alleviate homelessness after the 2nd World War.



Ship of Fools
Mystery Worshipper

David Hitchin alerted me to this blog:  if you follow the link below it leads to a page featuring the account 
of a mystery worshipper’s visit to Painswick Quaker Meeting House, Gloucestershire.  
http://www.shipoffools.com/mystery-worshipper/quaker-meeting-house-painswick-england/
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Poverty in Sussex
Sussex and Surrey Regional Meeting 21st September 2019

Grace Blaker attended Regional Meeting last month and discovered that the Meeting consisted of reports 
on poverty presented from different Local Meetings across the region, including many from our own Area 
Meeting.  Rising to the occasion, our indomitable Friend spoke off the cuff at the Meeting and followed up 
afterwards with research to add in some facts and figures.  Here is the resulting report which will be added 
to the others presented on the day.

Lewes area and attempts to relieve poverty 
Grace Blaker 

Funding cuts have been identified as causing hardship to local residents in several areas of Sussex. The 
Phoenix Centre for the Elderly disabled and mentally infirm was threatened with closure.  This was 
vigorously resisted by the citizens of Lewes. 

The town is relatively privileged in some respects but it has a shortage of affordable houses to rent or to 
buy. The Charity Homelink was founded 20 years ago in response to homelessness and has played a 
unique role in helping couples and single people into accommodation. Homelink is a partnership between 
the Churches Together and the District Housing Department and provides a loan for the initial down 
payment currently in the region of £2000 per tenancy. This money is raised by charitable giving and 
payment from the Housing Department.  In the last year the number of loans has soared to 100 per year 
leading to 375 tenancies. 

It is estimated that there are between 5 to 10 rough Sleepers at any one time in the Lewes area. There is a 
soup kitchen for daily meals and four food banks. A trial begins in November 2019, using Church property 
and volunteers, to provide night shelter during the winter months for about 5 men.  

Gatwick airport holds about 80 men, for indefinite periods, in 2 detention centres, Brook House and 
Tinsley House. There is also another smaller centre which holds detainees for up to 72 hours prior to 
deportation. All are run by a private company, Group 4S, who are currently being criticised for their 
negligence. Ifield Quaker Meeting has been active with the Gatwick Detainees and Refugee Group” 
providing small financial, legal aid and personal support tracing relatives. Hundreds of supporters of the 
group walked from Brighton to Hastings along the Downs this summer, to raise awareness of the plight of 
the detainees’ long detention.

There is provision for young male refugees 14-16 years in Eastbourne. Enthum House, a Charity. East 
Sussex County Council also provides accommodation for 10 refugee families from Syria. All live on a low 
income and further support is augmented by local people. An established Registered Charity “Lewes 
Organisation in Support of Refugees and Asylum Seekers” is active in helping them with friendship, tuition 
in English, goods and utensils and getting them settled. 

In Lewes area many people of all persuasions work together with statutory bodies to alleviate rising 
poverty among people of all ages; Quakers influenced by the Regional study days and residential courses 
at Woodbrooke College try to live up to the message by the Donkeys on our Lewes Quaker tapestry panel 
– “Co-operation is better than conflict” 

p5



Quaker National News...
2019 Swarthmore Lecture book now available
‘On earth as it is in heaven’, the 2019 Swarthmore 
Lecture, explores Quaker eco-theology – from early 
Friends to Quakers today. Eden Grace reflects on the 
theological, spiritual and biblical grounding of Quakers’ 
witness on climate breakdown. She relates the 
experiences of people whose lives are impacted by the 
climate crisis and asks how Quakers can act in solidarity 
with them. 
Available to buy online at www.quaker.org.uk/shop or call
020 7663 1030

Saturday 2 November: Quaker Activist Gathering
London, free event. Organised by QPSW, this day-long 
gathering provides Quakers with opportunities to connect,
learn from each other, and develop concerns together. 
For information and booking: 
www.quaker.org.uk/events/quaker-activist-gathering-
2019 Lyndsay Burtonshaw, 020 7663 1064, 
lyndsayb@quaker.org.uk

*
December Young Quakers Participation Day
Saturday 7 December 2019, Friends House, London
For young Quakers (14-18 years old) who are interested in
a day held alongside Meeting for Sufferings, seeking their 
views on issues of concern to them and also to Quakers in 
Britain.  Each area meeting can book places for two young 
people born between 1.9.2001 and 31.8.2005, inclusive 
(aged 14-18). If interested, please speak to our Area 
Meeting Clerk first. Booking deadline: Sunday 17 
November, 2019
Alex Zawadzka, 020 7663 1013, cypadmin@quaker.org.uk

Conference…
QPSW Spring Conference 2020: 
Journeys of Witness
20-22 March 2020
The Hayes Conference Centre, Swanwick, 
Derbyshire
A conference aimed at those fairly new to 
Friends or to the work of Quaker Peace & 
Social Witness (QPSW), and at QPSW 
Correspondents. It will focus on the work that 
QPSW does in the world on behalf of Quakers, 
and how QPSW seeks to support Friends 
individually and in meetings to translate faith 
into action. 
bymevents@quaker.org.uk
www.quaker.org.uk/events



Courses… 

Woodbrooke 
Selly Oak, Birmingham

www.woodbrooke.org.uk

A Friendly Introduction to Discernment
When Friends say they are ‘led’ to do things, or
they are ‘seeking God’s guidance’ in a decision,

what do they mean? 
15-17 November

With Linda Craig and Caro Kelly

Lewes Meeting Contacts 

Clerks: Nancy Wall & John Thurley (quakerclerkslewes@gmail.com)                                      
Safeguarding: Sue Hallett-Martin & Robert Marx
Treasurer: Jeffrey Matthews                                                Newsletter: Kim Ashcroft (kimashcroft28@gmail.com)
Nominations: Helen Thomas                                                Website Editor: Liz Brooks 

Area Meeting Clerk: Peter Aviss (peter.aviss@btinternet.com) 
Area Meeting Membership Clerk: Peter Bolwell (piffkin@gmail.com) 
Eldership and Oversight Resource Group (EORG): John Ashcroft, Chris Lawson, Veryan Greenwood, Anna 
Milner-Gulland, Bob Harwood
Circle convenors: Brighton - Veryan Greenwood; Castle - Grace Blaker; Cliffe - Berta Busby; Needlemakers - 
Geoff Halsey; Winterbourne & Neville - Patricia Cockrell; Wallands - Bob Harwood.

http://www.woodbrooke.org.uk/
http://www.quaker.org.uk/events
mailto:bymevents@quaker.org.uk
mailto:cypadmin@quaker.org.uk
mailto:lyndsayb@quaker.org.uk
http://www.quaker.org.uk/events/quaker-activist-gathering-2019
http://www.quaker.org.uk/events/quaker-activist-gathering-2019
http://www.quaker.org.uk/shop



