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Happy New Year!

Ministry is what is on one’s soul, and it can be in direct contradiction to what is on one’s
mind. It’s what the inner light gently pushes you toward, or suddenly dumps in your lap.  It

is routed in the eternity, divinity, and selflessness of the inner light; not in the worldly
egoistic functions of the conscious mind.  

Marrianne McMullen Q F&P 2.66

Meeting for worship

Every Sunday 10:30 – 11:30 am, with
children’s meeting also held at this time.

Evening meeting 6.30 – 7pm

Mid-week meeting for worship:
Wednesdays 12:30– 1:00 pm

*
In January, Castle Circle will provide door

keeping and tea & coffee on Sundays.

*
Diary Dates January ...

Wednesday 1st Mid-week Meeting for Wor-
ship as usual on New Year’s Day. 12.30-1pm.
Sunday 5th Meeting for Worship for Church 
Affairs, Lewes Meeting House.

Tuesday 7th Passage meditation 7pm at 
Lewes Friends Meeting House in the Meeting 
Room, with Paul Bazely

Saturday 11th Area Meeting at Bexhill Meet-
ing House 10.45 - 1pm. Elders and Overseers 
will meet beforehand 9.30 - 10.30.

Tuesday 14th Mindfulness meditation 6pm at 
Lewes Friends Meeting House, in the 
children's room with Sam Ramsey

Wednesday 15th Christ Church Think Tank: 
Northern Ireland and Europe Dr Elizabeth Craig   
7.30 - 9pm

Sunday 19th Healing through Prayer 9.30am 
at 1 Foundry Cottages.

Friday 17th The Quilting Group will resume 
1.30- 4pm in the Children's Room. All 
welcome to join us. Enquiries to: 
mcintosh115@gmail.com

Tuesday 21st Passage meditation 7pm at 
Lewes Friends Meeting House in the Meeting 
Room, with Paul Bazely

Friday 24th Discussion Group 7.30pm at 
Lewes Meeting House: “The Complexity of 
Simplicity”.

Tuesday 28th Mindfulness meditation 6pm at 
Lewes Friends Meeting House, in the 
children's room with Sam Ramsey

*

Please note there will NOT be a Wellbeing 
Support Group in January.

*
Remember Sunday Evening Meeting for 
Worship!  
6.30 – 7pm. Lewes Meeting House.  Perfect if you’ve 
missed Sunday morning worship for any reason.  All 
welcome.

mailto:mcintosh115@gmail.com


Winter shelter update
Anna Milner-Gulland

 
The Winter Night shelter has been working well with a maximum of five guests who would otherwise be 
sleeping rough on each of the five nights available, at the local churches in Lewes (Westgate Chapel, 
Christchurch, Kings Church and Southover).
 
Although the volunteers at the shelter and those moving its kit from place to place are the visible people 
involved, there is a significant ‘back-office’ that keeps things running.  Coordinators, rota administrators, 
volunteer administrators and people keeping documentation up to date all play an important part too. 
Please contact us if you have administrative skills and a few hours a week and we’ll see how you might be 
able to help. 

.



You are invited to attend a workshop
Liz Brooks

All Friends (members and attenders) at Lewes Meeting are invited to attend a workshop on “Diversity & 
Inclusion in Britain Yearly Meeting” to be held on the afternoon of Sunday, 9th February, in the main
meeting room.  After meeting for worship that Sunday, there will be a shared lunch.  Please bring food to 
share.  The workshop will then be held from 1:15 – 3:15 p.m.  All are welcome and there is no need to 
book in advance.

Our Friend Liz Brooks plans to attend the Second National Gathering on Diversity & Inclusion at 
Woodbrooke in January, and will bring her learning back to share with the local meeting.  The February 
workshop will be supported by the Eldership & Oversight Resource Group, and all are very welcome to 
attend.

The National Gathering in January is headlined “Are you open to new light, from whatever source?” 
Momentum is building amongst British Quakers around issues of equality, inclusion, power and privilege.  
At the gathering, Friends will build on this important work, preparing Friends to consider and act on these 
issues both in their local meetings and at 2020’s Yearly Meeting Gathering in Bath.

There is no particular need to prepare in advance for the workshop on 9th February, but if you would like to
investigate what has happened so far, a good place to start would be to review the minutes, epistle and 
videos from Yearly Meeting 2019.  That information can be found in the archives section of the Quakers in 
Britain website (Yearly Meeting pages), here: https://wwwquaker.org.uk/ym/all-meetings-1/yearly-
meeting-2019-1 

Further information will be given during notices in the run up to the workshop on 9 th February. 

Songstress – by Alice Purnell, read at 
Sandra’s funeral
 
As we work and move we have a rhythm,
Sometimes a beat, as we walk or march
And move, our actions mount often repeat.
Even at sea, there is rowing, pulling, lifting,
Working hard as a team; A good song might 
Bring synchrony, harmony of movement 
And effort together in body and mind.
 
Sitting round a fire, under the stars, or in the home
We might gather to hear the stories, the words that bind 
us,
That we might learn, celebrate, and remember
Those who went before us, the old times past
And the dream of better times spent together,
Lubricated with good ale, food and laughter,
Or even sing of the emotions of loves lost, or found.
 
The words tell a story to be sung, held within a tune
As a song remembered, shared, to join in a chorus.
Times come and go and melody is used for new words
So the song evolves and adapts through the generations,

Words not written, but passed from elders to the young,
Binding a community, or a family, as from parent to child
There is the gentle comfort of the lullaby like a gentle sigh.
 
The family, the village, the town, or country, even the 
army, 
The nation, each has their songs, to be shared on life's 
journey.
The shanty, the bawdy drinking songs, the ballads, and 
laments,
Hymns, carols and anthems reaching our mind, or our 
heart, even soul.
The tapping feet to the beat soon becomes a happy dance,
To the dance of life, of love, of work and play shared.
So all folk know we belong. Sandra brought these songs
Beyond rough music, after a cough, to us in Sussex 
We thank her as her life and songs live on in our thoughts,
Her kindness, knowledge, words and deeds touched all.
Our songstress, our friend, is not gone, but lives on
As a Friend, a Quaker, never a faker, but a true, friend,
On as a Mum and a grandmother, she shared the joy 
Of Nature, of Country folk, of our Sussex and of life.
Dear Sandra sing on as we will, thankful to know you.
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Quaker National News...

Yearly Meeting Gathering 2020

Bookings for Yearly Meeting Gathering 2020 will open 
on Wednesday 8 January 2020.  

The Gathering will be held at the University of Bath from
1 – 7 August.  We hope to build a Gathering full of wor-
ship, fun, conversation, sharing, hope, games, learning, 
community and above all challenge.

The brochure is being sent to meetings in the week 
ending 11 January and this document contains practical 
information about the Gathering as well as material to 
help you prepare for Yearly Meeting.  The information 
contained in the brochure is also available now on our 
website www.quaker.org.uk/ym along with a PDF 
version of the brochure and a PDF version of the 
preparation materials.



Deadline for February Newsletter: 
Thursday 30th January 2020

Conferences…
Christian and spiritual 
peacemaking: provisional title 
“Prophets and Reconcilers”
Saturday 25 April 2020, Maria Fidelis Catholic 
School, London. The Network of Christian 
Peace Organisations, of which Quaker Peace 
and Social Witness is an active member, is 
holding a major conference on Christian and 
spiritual peacemaking next year. We encourage
local and area meetings to send delegations to 
the conference to take part in it and to help 
make it a success. For more information 
contact: Daniel Jakopovich, 
danielj@quaker.org.uk



Sustainability Online Conference 
with Friends worldwide Friends 
World Committee for Consultation 
(FWCC) World Office will host an online 
conference with friends worldwide to gather a 
collective Quaker voice on sustainability. The 
conference will hear from speakers, followed 
by two hours of worship sharing. Join us on 
Saturday 22 February 2020. Register on our 
eventbrite link via our website at 
fwcc.world/sustainability/conference2020 If you 
have any questions, email: 
sustainability@fwcc.world

Lewes Meeting Contacts 

Clerks: Nancy Wall & John Thurley (quakerclerkslewes@gmail.com)                                      
Safeguarding: Sue Hallett-Martin & Robert Marx
Treasurer: Jeffrey Matthews                                                Newsletter: Kim Ashcroft (kimashcroft28@gmail.com)
Nominations: Helen Thomas                                                Website Editor: Liz Brooks 

Area Meeting Clerk: Peter Aviss (peter.aviss@btinternet.com) 
Area Meeting Membership Clerk: Peter Bolwell (piffkin@gmail.com) 

Eldership and Oversight Resource Group (EORG): John Ashcroft, Chris Lawson, Veryan Greenwood, Anna 
Milner-Gulland, Bob Harwood
Circle convenors: Brighton - Veryan Greenwood; Castle; Cliffe - Berta Busby; Needlemakers - Geoff Halsey; 
Winterbourne & Neville - Patricia Cockrell; Wallands - Bob Harwood.
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