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All boundaries and divisions are human constructs; we seek to see beyond
these and relate to each other as children of God.  

Denise Gabuzda (Ireland Yearly Meeting) and Clare Scott Booth (BYM) - see p 4

Meeting for worship

Every Sunday 10:30 – 11:30 am, with
children’s meeting also held at this time.

Evening meeting 6.30 – 7pm

Mid-week meeting for worship:
Wednesdays 12:30– 1:00 pm

*
In February, Brighton Circle will provide

door keeping and tea & coffee on
Sundays.

*
Diary Dates January ...

Sunday 2th Meeting for Worship for Church 
Affairs, Lewes Meeting House, 12 noon open to
all members & attenders. All will be able to minis-
ter concerning all aspects of the Meeting House 
development. No decisions will be taken.

Tuesday 4th Passage meditation 7pm at Lewes 
Friends Meeting House in the Meeting Room, 
with Paul Bazely

Thursday 6th Walk (rain permitting) from 
Glynde to Lewes via Mount Caburn. Enquiries: 
Nancy at quakerclerkslewes@gmail.com.

Sunday 9th Shared lunch after Meeting for 
Worship followed by a Diversity & Inclusion 
in Britain Yearly Meeting workshop led by Liz 
Brooks, Lewes Meeting House 1.15-3.15pm, no 
need to book in advance.

Saturday 8th Area Meeting at Eastbourne Meet-
ing House Climate Justice Workshop led by QPSW
10am - 4pm - see poster in children's room. Bring
packed lunch.

Monday 10th February Lewes Passion Play Prayer
Group 3pm at 43 Warren Drive, Lewes BN7 1HD

Tuesday 11th Mindfulness meditation 6pm at 
Lewes Friends Meeting House, in the children's 
room with Sam Ramsey

Friday 14th The Quilting Group will meet in the 
Children's Room 1.30 - 4.00pm. Enquiries to: 
mcintosh115@gmail.com

Friday 14th Poetry and Music meeting will be on 
7.30pm in the children's room. Enquiries: 
C.R.S.Cockrell@exeter.ac.uk

Sunday 16th Healing through Prayer 9.30am at
1 Foundry Cottages.

Tuesday 18th Passage meditation 7pm at 
Lewes Friends Meeting House in the Meeting 
Room, with Paul Bazely

Wednesday 19th Christ Church Thinktank
Dr Susan Conway (IDS): Religion and Society in 
Myanmar 7.30 – 9 pm

Tuesday 25th Mindfulness meditation 6pm at 
Lewes Friends Meeting House, in the 
children's room with Sam Ramsey

Wednesday 26th Gardening Group will restart, 
10.45-12.15 and thereafter at the same times on 
the 2nd & 4th Wednesdays each month.

*
Remember Sunday Evening Meeting for 
Worship!  6.30 – 7pm. Lewes Meeting House.  

mailto:C.R.S.Cockrell@exeter.ac.uk
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Ashante Sana!
Bronwyn Harwood 

"Asante sana" to Lewes Friends from the team in Musingu who are rebuilding the Musingu 
Quaker Mission school (also known as Mary's school) and a big thank you too from the 
Green Olive Trust.

 

At the time that we first received the urgent appeal for help from the school back in October we 
had no idea how we could raise £16,000 in less than three months. But we knew we had to try, the 
need was so obvious. Thanks to the great generosity of Friends and grants from two charitable 
trusts we have now reached the target. We were able to send a first instalment of £5,000 in 
December and the pictures show how this money was used in just the first two weeks in January.

We have now sent a further £10,000 and the final £1,000 will reach them once we have received 
the gift aid due on donations. The team in Musingu will use these funds to complete the further 
work needed: a new latrine  block, refurbishment of the old classrooms, desks and other furniture,  
a new kitchen and dining area, and some improvements to the surrounding grounds.

We are now assured that very soon the children will be enjoying learning in their smart new 
classrooms. 

Once again "Asante sana" to you all.



Lewes Passion Play 2020 - Update
 

Rehearsals have now started and we are de-
lighted at the number of new people who have 
already come on board with the Passion Play, 
from across the town and beyond. We are still 
waiting in faith for people to play the roles of the 
disciples Matthew and James the Younger.
 
The prayer group will continue to meet on Mondays 
at 3pm at 43, Warren Drive, Lewes BN7 1HD on the 
following dates: 10 Feb, 24 Feb, 9 Mar, 23 March. 
Please join them, either in person or in prayer on 
these dates.  Spread the word, or feel free to set up 
other groups elsewhere around the town. 
email: thelewespassionplay@gmail.com
Website: www.lewespassionplay.org 

*

Accident Reporting:  all accidents, especially 
those which require First Aid, should be recorded 
in the Accident Book which is kept in the kitchen 
by the door to the children’s room.  From Our 
Resident Friends

*

Due to the low take up of the Wellbeing Support 
Group Veryan and Camilla think now is not the 
time for this group and we will therefore not 
meet again in the foreseeable future.

*

Food Banks and the Landport Community 
Hub: our weekly collection for January 
2020
Grace Blaker (with help from Ruth O’Keeffe) 

Pells Primary School in Landport was closed in July
2016 after a period of decline. All children were 
transferred to other local schools; the building 
was closed to local residents and Pippa’s Group 
nursery was made homeless. At the same time 
the Dance Academy, attended by many children 
and young people from Landport, lost its 
premises on North Street because of the planned 
development there. On Landport the Youth Group
that had been meeting in the old “Boys Club” 
building were told by the District Council that 

they could either pay a “market rent” of £18,000 
a year rather than the peppercorn rent they had 
been paying, or move out of the building.

Local residents came together, with the threat 
that all three local groups would be homeless, but
would also have no large community space.  They 
set up a group to negotiate for the old “boys club”
buildings on Landport Road to be kept open as a 
Community Centre. Lewes District Council agreed 
to offer a mortgage for £190,000 (the purchase 
price). The new Charity was named The Landport 
Community Hub and opened in September 2016 
after a mad scramble to paint and decorate and 
generally spruce up the building, with local 
volunteers there all day every day for much of the
school holidays. Over the course of 2016-17 
£15000 was raised by the people of Lewes to help
purchase the buildings and many helped to 
renovate the buildings and grounds. 

Various groups use the premises. The Dance 
Academy is very successful in its new home and 
two young users have written to the Meeting 
about their happy dance experiences. Other 
groups now using the Hub are gymnastics, Pippa’s
Nursery, Parents Support Group, groups of 
children with special needs and the original 
Landport Youth Group, each paying rent towards 
running costs. The Mortgage outstanding is 
£175,000 and the monthly repayments are always
difficult to meet. The youth members are being 
encouraged to be involved and help with simple 
maintenance work and painting. 

Many families in Lewes are prospering but there 
are hidden pockets of deprivation and individuals 
in need. The most visible signs being the 3 food 
banks in Lewes, including one based on Landport. 
Landport has 794 households. Within the national
indices of family and child deprivation are high in 
this area. 

Thank you, Friends, for your generosity. 

The Children raised £35 baking cakes which when 
added to the final amount is £302.29.

http://www.lewespassionplay.org/
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Quaker National News...

Yearly Meeting Gathering 2020

Bookings for Yearly Meeting Gathering 2020 will open 
on Wednesday 8 January 2020.  

The Gathering will be held at the University of Bath from
1 – 7 August.  We hope to build a Gathering full of wor-
ship, fun, conversation, sharing, hope, games, learning, 
community and above all challenge.

If you don’t have a brochure the information is also 
available now on www.quaker.org.uk/ym along with a 
PDF version of the brochure and a PDF version of the 
preparation materials.

Quakers mark Brexit
Quakers in Britain and on the island of Ireland reaffirm 
their shared friendship and unity as the United Kingdom 
leaves the European Union.

 “As the United Kingdom leaves the European Union, 
Quakers in Britain and on the island of Ireland reaffirm 
their shared friendship and unity.

Regardless of the changing political situation, the ties 
that bind us at the deepest level – those of love and 
human connection – remain as they ever did. We are 
committed not only to maintaining our relationship as 
Quakers, but deepening it. We are Friends, and will

remain so in a way which transcends how our 
countries and governments relate to each 
other. All boundaries and divisions are human 
constructs; we seek to see beyond these and 
relate to each other as children of God. 

We recognise that Brexit is not an endpoint, 
but a step in the continuing relationship 
between our respective countries. We know 
that there will be a wide range of emotions felt 
in our Quaker and wider communities about 
our arrival at this point, and we ask Quakers to 
be truthful but tender with those around us. 
We all have to continue to live together, and 
we should act in ways that encourage this. 

We also maintain our shared commitment to 
peace in Northern Ireland. Both our Quaker 
communities have worked for many decades to
support and embed peace in Northern Ireland, 
and we are aware how fragile it can be. We 
urge that all people, politicians, people of faith 
and others, act in ways that help maintain and 
strengthen this peace. “

The statement is signed “In loving Friendship, 
Denise Gabuzda, Clerk, Ireland Yearly Meeting 
Clare Scott Booth, Clerk, Britain Yearly 
Meeting."

IYM-BYM-brexit-statement-31-01-2020.pdf

Lewes Meeting Contacts 

Clerks: Nancy Wall & John Thurley (quakerclerkslewes@gmail.com)                                      
Safeguarding: Sue Hallett-Martin & Robert Marx
Treasurer: Roger Cockrell                                                      Newsletter: Kim Ashcroft (kimashcroft28@gmail.com)
Nominations: Helen Thomas                                                Website Editor: Liz Brooks 

Area Meeting Clerk: Peter Aviss (peter.aviss@btinternet.com) 
Area Meeting Membership Clerk: Peter Bolwell (piffkin@gmail.com) 

Eldership and Oversight Resource Group (EORG): John Ashcroft, Chris Lawson, Veryan Greenwood, Anna 
Milner-Gulland, Bob Harwood
Circle convenors: Brighton - Veryan Greenwood; Castle; Cliffe - Berta Busby; Needlemakers - Geoff Halsey; 
Winterbourne & Neville - Patricia Cockrell; Wallands - Bob Harwood.
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