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“Openings to an infinite ocean: a Friendly
Offering of Hope” (see page 5).
Meeting for worship
from Sunday 12th July
Meeting for Worship will be held at 10.30
-11.30 am in the Meeting House for up to 10
people (2m self-distancing). PLEASE BOOK by emailing our Resident Friends at:
quakermeetinghouselewes@gmail.com and to
be sure of a place you will also need to arrive on
time!

Meeting for Worship will also take place in Mid week Meeting for Worship on Wedthe Meeting House Garden if it is reasonably
dry, self-distancing in groups of 6. To be sure of
a place, BOOK by e-mailing our Resident Friends
at: quakermeetinghouselewes@gmail.com
The Zoom Meeting for Worship will
continue to be held at 10.30am, followed by

Coffee and Chat at 11.30 - please see Clerks e-mails
for Zoom instructions – or join… Separate

Togetherness: Veryan Greenwood and
others across the Meeting will be worshipping
together, separately in their own homes,
without electronic assistance, this Sunday from
10.30-11.00am.
The Sunday evening Meeting for

Worship also resumes from 12 July at
th

6.30pm for half an hour. To be sure of a place,
BOOK by e-mailing our Resident Friends at:
quakermeetinghouselewes@gmail.com

nesday 12.30-1pm will be held in the Meeting
House Gardens. PLEASE BOOK by e-mailing our

Resident Friends at: quakermeetinghouselewes@gmail.com

Private prayer in the Meeting House:
The Meeting Room will be available for private
prayer on Wednesdays from 11 am - 12.00 noon for
anyone in our Meeting who would like to do this.
Social distancing and hygiene rules will apply and a
maximum of six people can be present at any one
moment. The toilet will not be available. Full details
of arrangements will be on display at the time –
please read and follow them.

Children’s Meeting is expected to resume on

Sunday 19th July and Sunday 2nd August after which
arrangements will be reviewed. PLEASE BOOK by

e-mailing our Resident Friends at:
quakermeetinghouselewes@gmail.com

Christ Church Think Tank

Wednesday 15 July 2020 7.30- 9pm

How do we decide what research to fund?

Dr Ian Carter
As the coronavirus has shown, research and
innovation are important to the health,
wellbeing and prosperity of our society, but
how do we deal with the many parties involved,
their conflicting interests, the related ethical
and moral questions, and the technical details?
Ian will guide us through this maze. He has 30
years’ experience in research management and
is now an independent consultant based in
Lewes. He attends St Anne's Church.

Challenges to our Existence

A concern of David Tinsley, Resident Friend
It is accepted by most Friends that Climate
Change, Inequality and Consumption pose a
real challenge to life on earth as we know it. A
‘driver’ of these three: Population, is more of a
challenge being tarnished with images of racism
and eugenics.

If you would like to join our meeting please email: j.d.smith@sussex.ac.uk.We’ll send
instructions nearer the time.

I am a member of QCOP (Quaker Concern over
Population) a Quaker Registered Body set up
after the Canterbury Commitment (Minute 36
of British Yearly Meeting 2011) committed
Quakers to take action to collectively build a
‘low carbon sustainable community but failed
to identify population as one contributor to the
problem.

Good News from
Lewes District Churches
HOMELINK

David Attenborough, through his work in the
animal world, recognises the problem but
explains that until the strange taboo of refusing
to talk about it is solved nothing will change

HOMELINK has just been awarded £30,000 from
the Ernest Kleinwort Charitable Trust. This
QCOP break the taboo of not talking about
award forms the second part of a futurepopulation. They:
proofing project launched to help ensure
HOMELINK can continue to support those facing
• are against coercion
homelessness into the foreseeable future.
• believe choice, education and empowerment are at the heart of it
As you may know, demand for our help has
• believe in global justice recognising rich
countries cause the problems and poor
increased considerably over the past five years
countries pay the price
to the point where our team, comprised mostly
• encourage the rich world to change beof volunteers, has been stretched to capacity.
haviours, including choosing smaller famFunding from the Ernest Kleinwort Charitable
ilies
Trust, however, has helped enable us to recruit
• stress a sustainable population will benethree part-time staff to cover the increased
fit everybody
workload. The additional funding will now also
contribute to our running costs and the funds
available to offer small grants; it will also mean If you have sympathy and understanding for
this, please make contact with me and maybe
we can continue with our plans to develop
join QCOP. I hope that when the present lock
HOMELINK and secure the service we provide
down is ended I might run a workshop. It’s not
within our community.
much use reducing our carbon footprint if we
keep on increasing the number of feet.


Where is our witness?
Liz Brooks

On 25th June, I attended a Zoom-based
workshop which was part of the QPSW
Summer Series: “Where our witness is”.
These on-line events consider the work
QPSW, done with and on behalf of Friends to
build a more peaceful, just and sustainable
world. Lyndsay Burtenshaw, programme
coordinator for “Turning the Tide”,
facilitated.
The format was an interview and
conversation with Quaker activists Sam
Donaldson and Esther Leighton, who focused
on social witness through action. Esther and
Sam were due to be keynote speakers at the
QPSW Spring Conference, which was
cancelled due to the pandemic. But moving
the conversation online allowed for
participation by over 100 people, including
Friends in Rwanda, Sweden, Switzerland, the
US, and elsewhere.
Sam spoke about his work with Roots of
Resistance, the Quaker campaigning
organisation resisting and opposing the DSEI
arms fair held once every two years in
London. He talked to us about inner work
and outer work, and how joining these two
strands can result in fruitful action.
Esther is a disability rights activist and cofounder of the disabled-led campaigning
organisation “Reasonable Access”. She has
taken actions against service-providers for
discrimination under the Equality Act. Esther
spoke to us about the importance of peer
support and finding ways to engage during
legal processes that are impersonal and “unrelational”.
They both gave informative, thoughtful and
engaging responses to questions such as:

What drives your activism?
How do you make decisions?
What have been some transformative
moments in your journey? Are you supported
by the Quaker community? And if so, how?
We also heard about the impact of Covid19
on disability services, and the importance of
engaging with the Black Lives Matter
movement.
I was left feeling not only inspired by this
workshop, but went away with ideas about
how to engage productively in social justice
activism during a period of “lockdown”. It
was interesting to hear how our Friends
gauge what they are really called to do, in a
world that seems increasingly unstable, and
full of demands for our time and attention.
By sharing part of their individual journeys,
Esther and Sam helped to make the work of
activism seem much more do-able and
accessible. I was also really pleased to
“attend” this workshop from my sofa in my
own front room!
Further workshops are planned, all accessible
via Zoom, and charged on a “pay as you are
led” basis.
Lobbying for a better world: Thurs 9 July,
12.30-14.00
Working for peace and justice in Palestine
and Israel: Tues 14 July, 14.00-15.30
Can we teach peace?: Thurs 23 July, 12.3014.00
What does love require of me? Spiritual
Activism in this moment: Tuesday 28 July,
12:30-14.00
Details and a booking form can be found at
https://www.quaker.org.uk/events/summers
eries.
I would encourage Friends to join one or
more workshops if you can. The opportunity
to learn more about the QPSW programme
in “brief bites” is very valuable.

Friends House Moscow at Regional Meeting 28 June 2020
Patricia Cockrell
How to present Friends House Moscow at regional meeting during coronavirus lockdown? We
had to rethink the planned session because of movement restrictions, so Friends from Sussex and
Surrey Meetings were invited to a Zoom meeting.
We were very glad that Natasha Zhurvenkova, staff person at Friends House Moscow, was able to
join us from Moscow and tell us about some of the projects run by FHM.
1. Big Change works with young people who have spent time in orphanages. They emerge
into the world with very few skills, little confidence, and no experience of managing their
lives. They can easily become victims of con-men and drug dealers. Big Change encourages
nascent talents by offering various classes including art, music, Russian, and the very popular English club.
2. The school for refugee children, which started life in the premises of FHM, is still functioning. During the Chechen war in 1996 there was a large influx of refugees in Moscow,
and because their parents were not able to get registration in Moscow for a long time, or
in some cases ever, the children were not accepted in schools. The children are more likely
to come from Syria or African countries now, so the first priority is to learn Russian.

3. Conscientious objection was a major project for FHM 20 years ago or so when we supported the legislation for alternative service. FHM has kept in touch with CO groups which
are now mainly self-supporting.
4. Alternatives to Violence Project has been supported by FHM for more than 20 years.
The AVP group in Ukraine offers workshops in constructive and nonviolent approaches to
conflict in young offender institutions.
5. Quaker outreach in Russia continues to be a concern of FHM. A good deal of material is
now available in Russian on the FHM Russian website, including advices and queries and
Qfp.
More information can be found on the website www.friendshousemoscow.org including how to
make a donation towards this important work.

Swarthmore Lecture to Go Ahead!
How do we face the terrible things that happen in our world and still have
hope?
Yearly Meeting Gathering has been postponed to 2021 and Friends will not be able to gather in person at
Friends House for a Yearly Meeting this summer. However, the Swarthmore Lecture will go ahead.
The 2020 lecture will live-streamed on Saturday, 1st August at 7:30 pm. Tom Shakespeare will speak on
“Openings to an infinite ocean: a Friendly Offering of Hope”. The lecture will be given as a form of
ministry. Tom, a sociologist, broadcaster, disability rights campaigner, and a Quaker, will reflect on the
nature of hope, our reasons to hope, and how we can preach hope through the way we live our lives
The book to accompany the lecture will be available the following Monday, via the Quaker Centre
Bookshop website. There will be an e-book option for immediate download, or Friends will be able to
order print copies to be sent out before the end of August.
There will also be opportunities to join Tom for a session of reflection, questions and answers, on either
3rd or 5th August. These sessions will be the same, and Woodbrooks asks that you sign up for one slot
only, so they can accommodate as many Friends as possible. See
https://www.woodbrooke.org.uk/learn/about/swarthmore-lecture/ for details and a chance to book a space in
one of these sessions.
Woodbrook is also offering a series of four sessions exploring the Swarthmore Lecture with Tom
Shakespeare and Mark Russ, to run between 22nd September – 13th October. Each session will explore
one of the four main themes of the lecture. Friends can join for one session, sign up for all four or pick
those that interest you the most. Details can be found at the web link listed above.


A Meeting House Visitor
David and Louise noticed this beetle on the
Meeting House door one evening, an
oedemera nobilis, also known as the false
oil beetle, the thick-legged flower beetle or
the swollen-thighed beetle!

INFORMATION...
Quaker National
News please click on this link to Quake!
To keep up with

https://www.quaker.org.uk/resources/newslette
rs/quake

Building connection: the young
people's online programme
August 2020
Young people’s online programme, 3 - 7 August
2020; Daily online gathering for young people to
build community and connection , explore
personal faith and current issues, develop
spirituality and have fun.
Who? Those aged 11–17, with a connection to
Quakers.
WHAT? An opportunity to gather online to build
community and connection. We'll explore
personal faith and current issues and develop
spirituality.
WHERE? Online, held on Zoom.
WHEN? Monday 3–Friday 7 August, a daily two
hour Zoom session and an evening epilogue.
HOW MUCH? Free.
Book by 17 July 2020!
https://www.quaker.org.uk/events/ypp-online


Deadline for July Newsletter:
Thursday 30th July

Quaker statement on potential
Israeli annexation of the West
Bank
Amid uncertainty around threatened Israeli
annexation of parts of the West Bank,
Quaker Peace & Social Witness has joined
American Friends Service Committee and
Friends Committee on National Legislation to
express their deep concern. They say
annexation would make permanent a system
of inequality and would deny justice to
Palestinians whose rights have already been
violated.
https://www.quaker.org.uk/news-andevents/news/quaker-statement-onpotential-israeli-annexation-of-the-westbank


New panel advises on LGBT+
discrimination in religious
organisations

Discrimination and prejudice within religious
organisations are to be addressed by a new
panel of religious figures and academics. The
panel includes Quaker Hannah Brock Womack.
https://www.quaker.org.uk/news-andevents/news/new-panel-advises-on-genderdiscrimination-in-religious-organisations

Lewes Meeting Contacts

Clerks: Nancy Wall & John Thurley (quakerclerkslewes@gmail.com)
Safeguarding: Sue Hallett-Martin
Treasurer: Roger Cockrell
Newsletter: Kim Ashcroft (kimashcroft28@gmail.com)
Nominations: Helen Thomas
Website Editor: Liz Brooks (realgirltribe@gmail.com)
Area Meeting Clerk: Peter Aviss (peter.aviss@btinternet.com)
Area Meeting Membership Clerk: Peter Bolwell (piffkin@gmail.com)
Eldership and Oversight Resource Group (EORG): John Ashcroft, Chris Lawson, Veryan Greenwood, Louise
Tinsley, Bob Harwood
Circle convenors: Brighton - Veryan Greenwood; Castle support – David Tinsley; Cliffe - Berta Busby;
Needlemakers - Geoff Halsey; Winterbourne & Neville - Patricia Cockrell; Wallands - Bob Harwood.

