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“This is a time between times, the only time
In which I can live. And move, and have my being.”

(Harvey Gillman see p 2)

Meeting for worship
Every Sunday at 10.30am Friends can either 
join the Zoom Meeting for Worship, followed
by Coffee and Chat at 11.30 - please see Clerks e-
mails for Zoom instructions – or join… Separate 

Togetherness: 
Veryan 
Greenwood and 
others across 
the Meeting will 
be worshipping 
together, 
separately in 
their own 
homes, without 
electronic 
assistance, this 
Sunday from 
10.30am to 

11.00am. You may find it valuable to phone one 
of the others in this group afterwards. Veryan 
will be sending round an updated list of who is 
joining her, so all can hold each other in the 
light. (Email her at veryan111@gmail.com to 
add your name)……another opportunity for 
worship is via Woodbrooke: 
https://www.woodbrooke.org.uk/about/onli
ne-mfw/   …or go international: 
http://fwcc.world/kinds-of-friends/online-
worship

Mid week Meeting is also going ahead 
virtually from 12.30 to 1pm on Wednesdays 
with all holding fellow Wednesday 
worshippers (in particular) in their thoughts. 

Message from Bob Harwood on be-
half of EORG  28th May 2020

:…EORG are discussing:  ‘how we could or should
begin to use the Meeting House again if and 
when the expected amendments to the lock-
down rules make it possible. …there are likely 
still to be rules about social distancing. These will
inevitably limit the number who could be in the 
Meeting House at once. How should we handle 
that? Likewise, Zoom and the like have made it 
possible for people to take part in a communal 
act of worship who otherwise found it difficult 
when we were meeting conventionally. Is there 
anyway we can maintain that possibility when 
we are able to resume meeting in person? No 
answers to these just yet, just things to ponder. 
Let us know your ideas to put into the mix. 

 …I was very interested earlier today to read 
some words written by Yearly Meeting in 1917. 
They can be found in Qf&p 27.23 (fourth 
edition). The main purpose of the passage is to 
discuss how it is important to struggle to formu-
late what we believe, but warns of the dangers 
of making the formulations too rigid when they 
become creeds. Amen to both those ideas, but 
the bit that I was struck by says “Multitudes of 
people are being shaken out of their com-
fortable beliefs by the terrific experiences 
through which the world is passing, and are 
seeking a secure basis for their faith. And 
some are finding a Reality which is much 
too great to be confined within the narrow 
limits of a creed.” My prayer is that we all may 
share such a discovery. 
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 The Time Between Times

 
               

Inspiration…

This is the time between times. A time when 
yesterday has fallen to nostalgia, and tomorrow 
fails imagination. Familiar places where we walked, 
talked, sat, rested our bodies and minds 
have become places of impossible pilgrimage.  
They rise up through sleep in the middle of the night 
before we recall this confining space, this enclosing moment. 
Faces appear out of the early hours, words form 
that we should have said, did not say, should not have said 
We fashion ghosts out of foreboding.

There were temples where we met to worship,
And fruit trees forbidden that we dared to touch
And we sailed around the world in arks and drowned 
In the exodus sea and saw if only for a brief moment
A promised land inhabited already by the myriads of our longings. 

But. Today I hear the birds. I am reminded that flight is possible, 
and song can be heard across fields, across rivers. I recall
The sound of voices, the accents of may days, the languages
I have crossed. They crowd me, they create me.
Now they are the beakers from which I drink what of lights
Is still possible, the dawn, the heat of midday, the close
Of noon, the failing sun, the silent cry of night.
This is a times between times, the only time 
In which I can live. And move, and have my being.

It is always between.

Harvey Gillman 



Request from Charlotte Samms… 

“I’m Charlotte Samms, some of you may know 
me from the Children’s Meeting. 

I have composed an anonymous survey via 
SurveyMonkey because I am interested to find 
out a little bit more about your experience of 
Quakers.  If you feel ok about filling it in, please
click on the link below. I will let you know a 
summary of the replies. 

Thank you”

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/762TDGT



News from Lewes District 
Churches HOMELINK:

Do read Homelink’s 2019 Annual Report…  

Last year Homelink helped 261 people into homes, 
processed 98 loans and provided 35 emergency 
grants and celebrated their 20th Anniversary at the
Glyndebourne Gala which raised £39,000 for 
HOMELINK.

2020, however, has been quite a different year. 
Despite the challenges presented by Covid-19, 
HOMELINK has continued to function and support 
those in greatest local need and anticipate that 
more local people than ever will need support in 
the coming months.

To help Homelink meet the increase in demand for 
aid, please look out for the new #homes4families 
campaign which they hope to launch soon. 

Homelink website   
Contact us at homelink.lewes.ado@gmail.com 



News from Friends in Kenya

Greetings from the Green Olive Trustees in the UK
and from Green Olive Foundation in Kenya, who 
tell us that locally people have been very moved by
the generosity of Lewes meeting in its support for 
students and for the community primary school.

The Covid 19 pandemic has not yet gained much of 
a grip in Kenya, with fewer than 2,000 cases in the 
whole country and very few, if any, in the rural 
areas in which our friends are based. It has, 
however, had a devastating effect on people's lives.
With curfews, school closures, no travel permitted 
between districts, many people now with no job, 
income or financial support from the government. 
All this in addition to devastation caused by heavy 
rains and locust swarms earlier in the year.

People are really struggling, but still our friends in 
the Green Olive Foundation are ploughing on with 
ideas to help the community to rebuild itself. They 
have been busy planning a new initiative to support
local small-scale subsistence farmers who will be 
taught to build and manage greenhouses to help 
them to protect crops from heavy rains, 
increasingly a problem as a result of climate 
change. We are supporting our Kenyan Friends 
with an application to Quaker Peace and Social 
Witness for grant funding to start next year. This 
would enable them to purchase materials and start
training with a view to having the project fully up 
and running and sustainable within three years.

Our students have been out of school since March 
with no sign of return dates set as yet. Mostly they 
are at home with families but at least one 
university student is still stuck in Nairobi, unable to 
travel. The government has set up an online 
learning programme but this is of no benefit to the 
children in rural areas. 

Sadly it has not yet been possible for the primary 
school renovation work, which Lewes Friends 
supported so magnificently, to be completed but 
we are hoping that builders will get the go ahead to
return to work quite soon.

Any questions? Do contact any of us, we would be 
happy to fill in further details: Tessa Brown, Bob 
Harwood, Bronwyn Harwood
Lewes based Trustees of Green Olive Trust UK
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Friends and the Nobel Peace Prize 
Chris Lawson looks back at the 1947 award

In 1947 Quakers were awarded the Nobel Peace Prize through their main service agencies, the British 
Friends Service Council and the American Friends Service Committee. Two years before a Friends Relief 
Service team had been allowed into the Bergen Belsen concentration camp a week after the British army
had liberated it. Film of the horrific sights of those days has been on TV recently. FRS worker Jane 
Leverson noted, ‘I find myself the only British Jewess (as far as I know) in the largest and most terrible 
concentration camp in Germany, I was going to say “imaginable” – but it is unimaginable’. The images 
from that time haunted members of the team for the rest of their lives.

The Second World War posed and still poses difficult questions for those who want to hold to the 
Quaker peace testimony. A good many Friends joined the armed forces, others served as conscientious 
objectors with Quaker relief teams and some went to prison for refusing to register for conscription. 
Nonetheless, the Nobel Committee looked at the record of the Society over the whole of its history and 
felt it worthy of the award. Not all Friends agreed, feeling that prizes were not appropriate for those 
motivated by deep spiritual convictions.

In the speech at the Awards ceremony in Oslo, the 
Nobel Committee noted that non-violence had been 
one of the Quakers’ first expressions of their new faith 
and recalled the many acts of relief in times of war and 
the efforts to be peace-makers that Quakers had 
initiated, particularly in the 19th and 20th centuries but 
said “It is not in the extent of their work or in its 
practical form that the Quakers have given most to the 
people they have worked with. It is in the spirit in which
this work is performed.” They added: “The Quakers 
have shown us that it is possible to translate into action 

what lies deep in the heart of many: compassion for others and the desire to help them – that rich 
expression of the sympathy between all men, regardless of nationality or race, which, transformed into 
deeds, must form the basis for lasting peace” and concluded “But they have given us something more: 
they have shown us the strength to be derived from faith in the victory of the spirit over force.”

In a world still so convinced that force will solve problems, that remains challenging and relevant to 
many situations. 

On a lighter note, the story is that Henry Cadbury, who went to receive the prize on behalf of American 
Friends, found that he did not have a formal evening dress suit for the ceremony. So he went to the 
AFSC’s clothing warehouse and borrowed one destined for a refugee waiter in Europe. A bit of Quaker 
witness to simplicity, perhaps!

Sources of further information (Ed - copy each address into your browser):

Article by a Friends House Librarian can be found at: https://www.quaker.org.uk/blog/quakers-and-the-nobel-
peace-prize .  The impact of Belsen on FRS workers is described in an Holocaust Educational Trust blog 
https://www.het.org.uk/news-and-events/blog/entry/remembering-belsen-the-price-of-assistance .
The Nobel Peace Prize Award Ceremony speech is online at: 
https://www.nobelprize.org/prizes/peace/1947/ceremony-speech/ .For full accounts of Quaker relief and peace 
work up to the mid-20th century Quaker Encounters: Vol 1 Friends and Relief by Ormerod Greenwood, 1975, gives 
excellent detail and comment.

https://www.nobelprize.org/prizes/peace/1947/ceremony-speech/
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INFORMATION 

To keep up with Quaker National News
please click on this link to Quake!: 
https://www.quaker.org.uk/resources/newsletters
/quake

Here is an extract (28th May)

COP26: a key moment 

The global climate change summit COP26, now 
postponed to 2021, will be a key moment for us to 
mobilise for climate justice and economic 
transformation. We will be producing resources to 
help guide your action (look out for updates on this
in the Quaker faith in action newsletter) and we 
will also be working with other faith and NGO 
partners to get this message across. 

There are plenty of false solutions to the climate 
crisis that continue to be mainstream – from the 
promotion of carbon trading, to reliance on 
unproven carbon capture and storage. These false 
solutions are dangerous and short-sighted in their 
failure to recognise the social and racial inequalities
at the root of the climate crisis. Climate action 
without justice is not enough. 

The final article of the Bali climate justice principles
affirms the rights of "unborn generations to natural
resources, a stable climate and a healthy planet". If 
we want to safeguard this right, social movements 
must come together to work for the economic 
transformation which climate justice requires. 

Interested in exploring ideas around climate 
justice? Have a look at our directory of climate 
justice resources (PDF), which includes films, 
articles, books, podcasts and even some games!



QfP 20.23 - George Fox wrote to Friends in 1663, 
during the time of much persecution: 

“Sing and rejoice, ye Children of the Day 
and of the Light; for the Lord is at work in 
this thick night of Darkness that may be felt:
and Truth doth flourish as the rose, and the 
lilies do grow among the thorns, and the 
plants atop of the hills, and upon them the 
lambs doth skip and play. And never heed 
the tempests nor the storms, floods nor 
rains, for the Seed Christ is over all and doth
reign. And so, be of good faith and valiant 
for the Truth.”

George Fox


Deadline for July Newsletter Monday 29th 
June

Lewes Meeting Contacts
Clerks: Nancy Wall & John Thurley (quakerclerkslewes@gmail.com)                                      
Safeguarding: Sue Hallett-Martin 
Treasurer: Roger Cockrell          Newsletter: Kim Ashcroft (kimashcroft28@gmail.com) 
Nominations: Helen Thomas      Website Editor: Liz Brooks (realgirltribe@gmail.com)  

Area Meeting Clerk: Peter Aviss (peter.aviss@btinternet.com) 
Area Meeting Membership Clerk: Peter Bolwell (piffkin@gmail.com) 

Eldership and Oversight Resource Group (EORG): John Ashcroft, Chris Lawson, Veryan Greenwood, Louise 
Tinsley, Bob Harwood

Circle convenors: Brighton - Veryan Greenwood; Castle support – David Tinsley;
Cliffe - Berta Busby; Needlemakers - Geoff Halsey;
Winterbourne & Neville - Patricia Cockrell; Wallands - Bob Harwood
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